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THE DESIGNATION IS FOR THE FOLLOWING 
WORK -

The construction, operation and maintenance of:

(a) An underground tunnel from Trans Power New 
Zealand Limited’s (“Trans Power”) existing 
substation at Gavin Street, Penrose, to Vector 
Limited’s (“Vector”) existing substations at 
Liverpool Street and Hobson Street for the purpose 
of conveying electricity to the Auckland Central 
Business District (“CBD”), together with all 
ancillary and related infrastructure including portals 
and ventilation fans.  The tunnel will contain electric 
cables, with a maximum anticipated capacity of three 
220kV circuits of 500MVA each and ancillary 
equipment.

(b) Electric cables contained within the tunnel.  It is 
initially proposed to install two circuits of 110kV 
circuits at 230MVA each, and ancillary equipment. 
It is intended to upgrade the electricity supply carried 
through the tunnel over the next 10-20 years in 
response to load growth and other alterations to the 
network.  It is anticipated that any future upgrades 
will result in a maximum capacity of three 220kV 
circuits at 500MVA each and ancillary equipment.

(c) The construction and operation of a building 
containing 110kV and future 220kV gas insulated 
switch gear and three future 220/110kV transformers 
at an extension to Vector’s Liverpool substation site.

DEVELOPMENT TO BE IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE FOLLOWING -

1. GENERAL

1.1 Except as modified by the conditions below, the 
work shall be undertaken in general accordance 
with the information provided by Vector at the 
hearing; the notice of requirement and supporting 
documents, namely: "Electricity Reinforcement 
Project, Tunnel to Auckland Central Business 
District, Assessment of Environmental Effects", 
February 1996, Tonkin and Taylor Ltd, and the 
associated Addendum dated 8 March 1996.

1.2 All activities, works and buildings not able to be 
fully disclosed in the notice of requirement 
(including the associated Assessment of Effects) 
and not provided for as a permitted activity shall 
be the subject of either:

(a) a new notice of requirement, which shall be 
publicly notified, pursuant to Section 168 of 
the Resource Management Act; or

(b) a notice to alter the designation, pursuant to 
section 181 of the Resource Management Act, 
which notice shall be publicly notified unless 
the alteration is minor and the affected persons 
agree in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 181(3) of the Act; or

(c) a resource consent.

1.3 The term for implementation of this designation 
shall be 12 years from the inclusion of the 
designation in the District Plan, in accordance 
with Section 184 of the Resource Management 
Act 1991.

1.3.1 Unless lapsed prior to 15 June 2010, the expiry 
date of this designation was extended to 1 
November 2015, by S78 of the Local 
Government (Auckland Transitional Provisions) 
Act 2010.

1.4 During the construction of the tunnel and 
associated works this designation shall include 
that area of the Trans Power site at Penrose ("All 
that parcel of land containing 7.7452 hectares 
more or less being Lot 1 Deposited Plan 141417 
situated in Block 1 Otahuhu Survey District" 
being all the land comprised in Certificate of Title 
83D/707 North Auckland Registry) ("Trans 
Power Site") which is shown as shaded on the 
attached plan marked "A" together with the land 
for the tunnel alignment.

1.5 On the completion of construction Vector shall 
advise in writing the Manager: City Planning and 
Trans Power that construction is complete.   On 
the date on which this advice is given the extent of 
this designation as it relates to the Trans Power 
Site shall be reduced to the area which is shown as 
shaded on the attached plan marked "B", together 
with the land for the tunnel alignment.

1.6 The design of the tunnel and associated works 
shall be sufficient to ensure that the tunnel 
structure lasts for a minimum life of 200 years.

1.7 The tunnel shall be constructed in such a way as to 
prevent damage, loss of amenity  or injury to 
people, buildings, and other property due to 
erosion, subsidence, or loss of support of the land 
adjacent to the tunnel.

1.8 When the tunnel, or any  length of it, is no longer 
required, the length no longer required shall be 
backfilled to prevent subsidence.

1.9 All heated air and contaminated air from the 
tunnel and associated work shall be disposed of in 
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a way which avoids creating a nuisance or hazard 
to people and other property.

.10 The cables and associated equipment shall be 
designed, installed, and operated so as to, as far as 
practicable, minimise public exposure to electric 
and magnetic fields.

1.11 Upon request from Council, at no lesser intervals 
than annually, Vector shall provide written 
confirmation that the maximum levels of the 
electric and magnetic fields set out in the AEE are 
not exceeded.

1.12 Dust arising from construction activities shall be 
suppressed by the use of water sprays and other 
appropriate methods so as to prevent nuisance to 
adjacent occupiers and landowners.  

1.13 Prior to the commencement of construction at 
each of the following tunnel sites, management 
plans shall be produced to the satisfaction of the 
Manager: City Planning regulating construction 
activities at the Penrose Portal, Ellerslie Portal, 
Newmarket Portal, Liverpool substation, and 
Hobson substation.  The management plans shall 
address the following issues:

- traffic movements;

- dust, including the effect of dust on the 
operation of electrical equipment at the 
Penrose site;

- stock piling and storage of excavated material;

- storage of construction equipment;

- hours of operation by trucks;

- the effect of any vibration on sensitive plant 
(whether from blasting or otherwise) such as 
printing presses, and electrical equipment at 
the Trans Power Site;

- wheel wash facilities;

- screening of construction activities from 
residential properties and public places;

- parking of workers' vehicles;

- security fencing;

- lighting in relation to adjacent residential 
properties.

1.14 Without limiting the effect of Condition 1.13 
above the management plan relating to the 
Penrose Portal shall comply with Conditions 6.19 
and 6.20.

1.15 All internal and external Council costs of 
monitoring the conditions are to be borne by the 
requiring authority.

1.16 Vector shall not permit access to the tunnel for 
use by any third party which would negate the 
opportunity for Vector, Trans Power New 
Zealand Limited, Power New Zealand Limited, 
Northpower Limited and/or Top Energy Limited 
(or their successors) to use the tunnel for the 
purpose of installing transmission lines at a 
voltage at or exceeding 110 kV and up to 220 kV, 
without first advising each of such companies.

2. NOISE (EXCLUDING BLASTING)

2.1 During the period of tunnel construction the 
daytime (7.30am to 8.00pm) L10 noise levels 
measured at 1m from the most exposed window or 
door of any occupied building on any land which 
is not the subject of this designation as shown on 
the attached plan marked "A" and which is not 
zoned business activity shall not exceed 70 dBA.

2.1A For the Penrose and Hobson sites only.

During the period of tunnel construction the day 
time (7.00am to 8.00pm) L10 noise levels 
measured at 1m for the most exposed window or 
door of any occupied building on any land which 
is not the subject of this designation as shown on 
the attached plan marked “A” and which is not 
zoned business activity shall not exceed 70 dBa.

2.2 During the period of tunnel construction the night 
time (8.00pm to 7.30am) noise levels as measured 
at 1m from the most exposed window or door of 
any occupied building on any land which is not the 
subject of this designation as shown on the 
attached plan marked "A" and which is not zoned 
business activity shall not exceed 45 dBA L10  and 
a maximum level (Lmax) of 75 dBA.

2.2A For the Penrose and Hobson sites only

During the period of tunnel construction the night 
time noise levels as measured at 1m from the 
most exposed window or door of any occupied 
building on any land which is not the subject of 
this designation as shown on the attached plan 
marked “A” and which is not zoned business 
activity shall not exceed the following noise 
levels and a maximum level (Lmax) of 75 dBa:

Penrose site:

Monday to 
Saturday

8.00 pm to 
11.00 pm

60 dBA L10

Monday to 
Saturday

11.00 pm to 
7.00 am

50 dBA L10

Sunday night to 
Monday 
morning

8.00 pm to 
7.00 am

45 dBA L10
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B08-03(a)  Vector Tunnel, Penrose Site (Construction Phase)
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B08-03(b)  Vector Tunnel, Penrose Site (Post Construction Phase)
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B08-03(c)  Vector Tunnel, Truck Routes for Newmarket Portal
(based on Fig.6 Pg 16, Assessment of Effects on the Environment: 
Traffic, January 1996, Traffic Design Group)
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 by Traffic Design Group)
B08-03(d) Vector Tunnel, Road Improvements, Fanshawe Street (based on sketch plan 2289/2
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Hobson site:

Other sites:

Unless otherwise stated all other sites shall 
comply with the noise levels contained in 
Conditions 2.1 and 2.2.

2.2B That, on confirmation by a Council Noise Control 
Officer that noise complaints received are 
correctly attributed to activities associated with 
the Tunnel project, Vector will undertake 
whatever steps are necessary to ensure that night 
time noise levels at the Hobson site comply with 
Condition 2.2A, and will undertake whatever 
monitoring the Council may reasonably require. 
Records shall be made available to the Council on 
request.

2.3 During the period of tunnel construction, subject 
to Conditions 2.1 and 2.2 above, the L10 noise 
level generated by the project as measured at any 
time at 1m from the most exposed window or door 
of any occupied building on any land which is not 
the subject of this designation as shown on the 
attached plan marked "A", and which has a 
business activity zoning shall not exceed 80 dBA.

2.4 All plant associated with the long term operation 
of the tunnel (not including Trans Power's 
operations at the Trans Power Site) is to be 
designed, constructed, and maintained to ensure 
that the following noise levels are not exceeded:

(a) noise measured at or within the boundary of 
any property except those with a business 
activity zoning:

(b) noise measured at any time at or within the 
boundary of any property zoned business 
activity: L10 65 dBA.

2.5 Measurement and assessment shall be in 
accordance with the requirements of NZS 
6801:1991 "Measurement of Sound" and NZS 
6802:1991 "Assessment of Environmental 
Sound".  The noise shall be measured with a 
sound level meter complying at least with the 
International Standard IEC 651 (1979): Sound 
Level Meters, Type 1.

3. BLASTING

3.1 For the purpose of Conditions 3.1A - 3.8 blasting 
means the use of explosives to loosen or dislodge 
rock material.

3.1A Prior to blasting within the tunnel, Vector shall 
give at least 12 hours written notice of the location 
and timing of the blast(s) to the following parties:

(a) occupants of buildings within 100m of the 
blast site;

(b) the Manager: City Planning.

3.2 Notwithstanding Condition 3.1 hereof trial 
blasting shall be undertaken in accordance with 
Conditions 6.1 - 6.4 inclusive.

3.3 Blasting activities shall be so controlled as to 
ensure that any ground vibration as the result of 
any blasting will not adversely affect the 
structural stability of any building or structure 
including electrical equipment (that is not 
connected with the site covered by this 
designation) or cause a reduction in its utility 
value.  Peak particle velocities measured on any 
foundation or uppermost full story of any building 
not related to the site, which do not exceed the 
limits set out in Table 1 of German Standard DIN 
4150 Part 3:1986 "Structural Vibration in 
Buildings - Effect on Structures", will be deemed 
to meet these requirements.  Peak particle velocity 

Monday to 
Saturday

8.00 pm to 
9.00 pm

60 dBA L10

Monday to 
Saturday

9.00 pm to 
11.00 pm

55 dBA L10

Monday to 
Saturday

11.00 pm to 
5.00 am

55 dBA L10

Monday to 
Saturday

5.00 am to 
7.00 am

55 dBA L10

Sunday night to 
Monday 
morning

8.00 pm to 
7.00 am

55 dBA L10

Monday to 
Saturday

7.00am-
10.00pm L10 55 dBA

Sunday and 
Public 
Holidays

9.00am-
6.00pm

At all other 
times

L10 45 dBA

Lmax 75 dBA, or background 
(L95) plus 30 dBA, whichever 
is the lower
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means the maximum particle velocity in any of the 
three mutually perpendicular directions.  The 
units are millimetres per second (mm/s).

3.4 The noise created by the use of explosives for 
blasting shall either not exceed a peak overall 
sound pressure level of 128 dB (ie a peak over 
pressure of 0.05 kPa) or alternatively the noise 
shall not exceed a peak sound level of 122 dBC. 
The measurement shall be made in either case at 
1m from the most exposed window or door of any 
occupied building (that is not connected with the 
Trans Power Site).

3.5 The maximum number of blasts shall be limited to 
three times per day per location.  The locations are 
on land included in this designation and comprise 
the following places where the tunnel exits to 
ground level: Hobson substation, Liverpool 
substation, Newmarket portal, Ellerslie egress 
shaft and Penrose portal.

3.6 Except with the permission of Manager: City 
Planning, and subject to Condition 3.5, blasting 
for the Penrose Portal shall only occur between 
the hours of 7.30am and 8.00pm Monday to 
Sunday and no blasting shall occur on public 
holidays.

3.7 Except with the permission of Manager: City 
Planning, blasting at all other tunnel sites shall 
only occur between the hours of 7.30am and 
8.00pm Monday to Saturday and no blasting shall 
occur on Sundays and public holidays.

3.8 Vector will take whatever steps are necessary to 
ensure that blasting complies with Conditions 3.3 
and 3.4, and will undertake whatever monitoring 
the Council may reasonably require.  Records 
shall be made available to Council on request. 
The monitoring sites and methods shall be agreed 
with Council's Manager: City Planning prior to 
the commencement of work.

3.9 The requirement for monitoring and recording 
may be relaxed at the discretion of Manager: City 
Planning after Vector has provided written 
evidence of consultation by Vector with Trans 
Power in respect of the Trans Power Site if it is 
considered that the noise and vibration level from 
blasting at any one location has decreased 
sufficiently.  Any blast undertaken on Sundays 
and public holidays, or between the hours of 
8.00pm and 7.30am, shall be monitored.

4. VIBRATION

4.1 Activities other than blasting shall not generate 
vibrations which may cause discomfort or 
adversely affect the health and well being of the 
occupants of premises outside the designation as 

shown on the attached plan marked "A" during 
construction and the attached plan marked "B" 
after construction is completed.  Vibrations which 
do not exceed the limits referred to below as set 
out in the provisions of International Standard 
ISO 2631-2:1989 "Evaluation of human exposure 
to whole body vibration - Part 2 Continuous and 
shock-induced vibration in buildings (1 to 80 Hz)" 
will be deemed to meet this requirement.  These 
particular limits are that the vibration levels 
(acceleration measured in metres per second) 
relative to the frequency shall not exceed the base 
curves of Figure 2A (z axis), 3a (x, y and z axes) 
and 4a (combined x, y and z axes) of ISO 2631-
2:1989.

4.2 The assessment of continuous, intermittent and 
transient (impulsive) vibrations shall be carried 
out by a suitably qualified and experienced person 
in accordance with Annex A and Table 2 of ISO 
2631-2:1989.

4.3 The instruments used to measure vibrations and 
the methods of measurement shall comply with a 
recognised standard such as Australian Standard 
AS 2973:1987 Vibration and Shock - Human 
response.

4.4 Subject to Conditions 4.5 and 6.2, Manager: City 
Planning may approve vibration levels above the 
standards specified in Condition 4.1 where he/she 
is satisfied that they are necessary for construction 
or demolition work of a limited duration.

4.5 All tunnel construction activities shall be so 
controlled as to ensure that any ground vibration 
created will not adversely affect the structural 
stability of any building or structure (that is not 
connected with the land covered by this 
designation) or cause a reduction in its utility 
value.  Peak particle velocities measured on any 
foundation or uppermost full storey of any 
building not related to the site, which do not 
exceed the limits set out in Table 1 of German 
Standard DIN 4150 Part 3: 1986 "Structural 
Vibration in Buildings - Effects on Structures", 
will be deemed to meet these requirements.  Such 
monitoring as is necessary to ensure compliance 
with this condition shall be undertaken.  Records 
shall be made available to the Council on request.

5. TRAFFIC

5.1 On site manoeuvring for trucks shall be provided 
so that no reverse manoeuvring onto the street 
will occur at any of the tunnel sites.

5.2 Wheel-wash facilities shall be provided for all 
trucks exiting the tunnel sites so that no 
excavation material is tracked onto the streets.
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5.3 Vector will undertake measures to keep the roads 
in the vicinity of the tunnel construction sites free 
from any debris resulting from the construction 
work.

5.4 Programming of truck movements shall be 
arranged so that trucks do not wait or queue on 
the street other than for normal traffic movements 
when their way is obstructed by opposing traffic. 
The movements of trucks and other construction 
traffic shall be regulated in accordance with the 
management plans referred to in Condition 1.13.

5.5 Hobson Portal

(a) There shall be no right turn movements into 
Fanshawe Street for trucks leaving the site at 
any time.  There shall be no right turn 
movements from vehicles entering the site 
from Fanshawe Street between the hours of 
4.30pm to 6.00pm, Monday to Friday.

(b) The right turn pocket on Fanshawe St shall be 
widened and lengthened by Vector in 
accordance with the attached sketch plan 
2289/2 by Traffic Design Group (see B08-
03(d)) in order to facilitate the right turn 
movement of trucks during permitted hours. 
The costs of these roadworks are to be borne 
by Vector.

(c) A sign to warn Fanshawe St traffic of slow 
trucks merging shall be installed to the 
satisfaction of Council's Manager: Traffic and 
Parking Services.

5.6 Newmarket Portal

(a) The primary truck routes to and from the site 
shall be as indicated in the attached plan B08-
03(c) being Figure 6, page 16 of the report 
entitled Assessment of Effects on the 
Environment: Traffic, January 1996, Traffic 
Design Group, or such alternative truck routes 
as agreed by Council as part of the 
management plan required under Condition 
1.13.

5.7 Penrose Portal

(a) Right turn movements of trucks at the Gavin 
St/Penrose Rd intersection shall not be 
permitted between 7.00am to 9.00am and 
4.00pm to 6.00pm, Monday to Friday.

(b) There shall be no use by heavy construction 
vehicles of the northern section of Gavin St 
which serves residential zoned properties, or 
of any of Eaglehurst Road.

5.8 Liverpool St Substation

(a) No trucks shall be permitted to use City Rd or 
Liverpool St between Karangahape Rd and 
Turner St.

6. PENROSE SITE

Wilson and Horton Limited

6.1 Notwithstanding the requirements of Conditions 
3.3, the following conditions shall apply in respect 
of the Herald printing press site owned by Wilson 
and Horton:

(a) That vibration at the boundary of the Herald 
site during the construction of the Penrose 
Portal shall not exceed 5mm per second or half 
of any vibration level that is found to interfere 
with the operation or printing quality of 
presses on the Herald site, whichever is the 
lesser.

(b) Subject to the requirements of Condition 3.6 
and the requirements as to trial blasting in 
Condition 6.4 hereof, the first blast following 
the completion of trial blasting at the Penrose 
Portal and as many subsequent blasts as 
possible shall occur between the hours of 
3.30pm on Saturday and 10.30pm on Sunday.

(c) That Vector shall prior to the commencement 
of the construction of the Penrose Portal install 
and monitor equipment where agreed with 
Wilson & Horton to gauge the level of 
vibration experienced at the Herald site as a 
result of blasting.  If Vector and Wilson & 
Horton are unable to reach agreement, then 
monitoring shall occur at the direction of the 
Manager: City Planning.  Records shall be 
made available to the Council on request.

(d) That if monitoring at any stage shows a level 
of vibration induced by the tunnel blasting 
which is interfering with an accepted standard 
of print register for  those presses, then Vector 
shall use an alternative method of excavation 
which does not interfere with the printing 
process; or blast only between the hours of 
3.30pm Saturday and 10.30pm Sunday 
(subject to the Condition 3.6 hereof).

Trans Power New Zealand Limited 

6.2 Vector shall undertake the construction of the 
tunnel, portal and associated equipment 
(including plant room) at the Trans Power Site in 
such a manner that avoids as far as practicable a 
level of vibration induced by such activities which 
causes or is likely to cause a partial or total shut 
down of transmission of electricity through the 
substation.  
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6.3 Prior to the commencement of construction, 
Vector shall undertake trial blasting and trial truck 
movements for the purpose of determining levels 
of vibration which, if not exceeded, would ensure 
that the obligation arising under Condition 6.2 
hereof is satisfied.  Such trials shall be undertaken 
in the presence of a representative or 
representatives of Trans Power New Zealand 
Limited.  Records shall be made available to the 
Council on request.

6.4 Such trial blasts as required by Condition 6.3, 
shall occur between the hours of 3:30 pm to 6:00 
pm Saturday and 9:00 am to 6:00 pm Sunday over 
four consecutive weekends.  Three days notice of 
such trial blasting shall be given to the Manager: 
City Planning.

6.5 Vector shall install equipment for the purpose of 
measuring and monitoring the level of vibration 
induced at Trans Power's Penrose substation site 
as a result of construction, the location of such 
equipment to be agreed with Trans Power New 
Zealand Ltd.  If Vector and Trans Power are 
unable to reach agreement about the location, such 
monitoring shall be undertaken as required by the 
Manager: City Planning, Auckland City Council. 
Records shall be made available to Council on 
request.

6.6 In the event that the monitoring undertaken 
pursuant to Condition 6.4 hereof indicates that 
levels of vibration induced by construction 
activities have resulted in or are likely to result in 
a failure to comply with Condition 6.2 hereof, 
Vector shall adopt alternative methods to ensure 
that Condition 6.2 is satisfied.

Dust

6.7 Vector shall undertake the construction of the 
tunnel, portal and associated equipment 
(including plant room) at the Trans Power Site in 
such a manner that avoids as far as practicable the 
generation of dust from such activities which 
causes or is likely to cause a partial or total 
shutdown of transmission of electricity through 
the substation.

6.8 Without limiting the effect of Condition 6.7, no 
construction activity shall generate more than 60 
micrograms per cubic metre of dust or air 
suspended particulate matter, as measured over 
any 5 day period at the boundary of the Trans 
Power site.

6.9 Any measures adopted to remedy the effects of 
dust generation (including live line washing) shall 
be undertaken so as to avoid or mitigate as far as 
practicable any potential adverse effects of such 

activities on adjacent residential properties in 
Gavin Street.

6.10 Vector shall undertake monitoring of any dust 
generated by construction activities, for the 
purpose of determining whether Conditions 6.7 
and 6.8 hereof are being complied with. 
Monitoring will be undertaken daily for the first 
month of tunnel blasting (not including any trial 
blasting).  Further monitoring shall be undertaken 
during the construction period to determine 
compliance with Conditions 6.7 and 6.8 hereof as 
appropriate or as a result of any complaints by 
owners and/or occupiers of adjoining residential 
properties.  The further monitoring shall be at the 
discretion of the Manager: City Planning.  Copies 
of the monitoring results shall be provided to 
Trans Power.  Records shall be made available to 
Council on request.

6.11 In the event that the monitoring undertaken in 
accordance with Condition 6.10 hereof indicates a 
failure to comply with Conditions 6.7 and 6.8 
hereof, Vector shall adopt alternative methods to 
ensure that those conditions are satisfied.

Visual

6.12 Any visual effects of construction activities on 
adjoining residential properties in Gavin Street, 
including the effects of any stockpile, shall be 
minimised.

6.13 Without limiting Condition 6.12, prior to the 
commencement of other work on the site Vector 
shall construct an acoustical fence of a height not 
less than 1.8 metres (being at least a concrete 
block wall of a single block width) on Trans 
Power's site, in the location shown on the attached 
plan marked "A".

6.14 As soon as practicable after construction of the 
fence referred to in paragraph 6.13 hereof, 
permanent landscaping of the area between this 
fence and the boundary of adjacent residential 
properties in Gavin Street shall be undertaken, to 
the satisfaction of the Manager: City Planning.

Access

6.15 The construction area shall be separated from the 
balance of Trans Power's site by an appropriate 
security fence.

6.16 The only access and egress to the construction site 
shall be via a gate as shown on the attached plan 
marked "A" as Trans Power's Gate 2 on Gavin 
Street.
CITY OF AUCKLAND - DISTRICT PLAN
Section B3 - Page 10 ISTHMUS SECTION - OPERATIVE 1999

updated 28/10/2011
See key on last 
page  of this section



APPENDIX B (PLANNING MAPS)
Management Plan

6.17 Condition 1.13 shall apply to any management 
plan developed under Conditions 6.19 and 6.20 
below.

6.18 Vector shall, at least 20 working days before the 
commencement of construction on the Trans 
Power Site, submit to the Manager: City Planning, 
for approval, a Penrose Portal and Plantroom 
Construction Management Plan for the land as 
shown on the attached plan marked "A" setting 
out:

(a) Portal and plantroom design details (including 
site development, landscaping, and access 
details), construction plans and methods, and 
proposed maintenance methods and practices.

(b) The manner in which the requirements of the 
above Conditions relating to vibration, dust, 
lighting and access are to be complied with 
and shall include a driver awareness 
programme.

6.19 The Management Plan submitted in accordance 
with Condition 6.18 hereof shall:

(a) Be to a standard satisfactory to the Manager: 
City Planning, Auckland City Council. 

(b) Be prepared in consultation with Trans Power 
New Zealand Limited.

(c) Contain a statement from Trans Power 
acknowledging that consultation in 
accordance with paragraph (b) hereof has been 
undertaken.

6.20 The Council shall approve the plan or advise 
Vector of any recommended amendments thereto 
or additional information required within 10 
working days of the receipt of the Management 
Plan.

6.21 The portal and plantroom and associated activities 
shall be constructed in general accordance with 
the requirements of the Management Plan 
approved by the Council.

7. LIVERPOOL ST AND HOBSON ST SITES

7.1 Prior to the installation of transformers at these 
sites, a hazard mitigation plan shall be produced 
for the transformers at the Liverpool and Hobson 
substations to the satisfaction of Manager: City 
Planning.  The plan shall cover operating and 
maintenance procedures to prevent oil leaks from 
contaminating the environment and detail cleanup 
procedures including disposal of any wastes in the 
event of an oil leak.

7.2 An archaeologist shall be present during the initial 
stages of work at Liverpool St and Hobson St 
egresses.  The archaeologist shall remain at the 
sites until the archaeologist considers his/her 
presence is no longer required.  The archaeologist 
shall advise the Manager: City Planning in writing 
when his/her attendance is no longer required.

7.3 The extension to the Liverpool St substation shall 
comply with the bulk and location requirements 
applying in the Commercial 8B zone of the 
Auckland City Operative District Plan, and any 
development controls under any relevant District 
Plan.

7.4 Prior to any building occurring across the 
boundaries of Lot 1 DP 112657, Lot 1 51978 and 
Lot 1 DP 52038 in conjunction with the extension 
to the Liverpool St substation, the affected 
Certificates of Title shall be held together in such 
a way they cannot be dealt with separately without 
the prior written consent of Council.

7.5 Prior to commencing work under Hobson St:

 (a)Vector, in consultation with a representative of 
the Roman Catholic Bishop of Auckland, shall 
arrange for establishment of survey measuring 
points at St Patrick's Cathedral and the 
Cathedral Presbytery; and

(b) Vector shall participate with the Bishop's 
representative in updating the existing survey 
of the physical condition of St Patrick's 
Cathedral

7.6 The survey measuring points established in 
accordance with Condition 7.5(a) above shall be 
surveyed regularly by an independent surveyor 
during construction works until sufficient time 
has elapsed to give a high level of confidence that 
no deformations are likely to occur .

7.7 The survey measurements taken in accordance 
with Conditions 7.5(a) and 7.6 above shall be 
supplied to the Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Auckland and to Manager: City Planning.

7.8 If the survey measurements taken in accordance 
with Conditions 7.5(a) and 7.6 above indicate that 
movement has occurred then Vector shall, in 
conjunction with the Bishop's representative, 
resurvey St Patrick's Cathedral and any new 
physical damage which is verified by an 
independent engineer as being caused by the 
construction of the tunnel shall be rectified at 
Vector's expense.
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7A. HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES

7A.1 The storage and use of hazardous substances at the 
Hobson, Newmarket, and Penrose Portals shall be 
in accordance with the “Vector Tunnel Project 
Hazardous Substances Assessment of 
Environmental Effects” undertaken by Tonkin 
and Taylor Ltd and dated May 1999.

7A.2 The areas of the Hobson, Newmarket and Penrose 
Portals immediately involved in the storage, 
loading, unloading, using or otherwise handling 
of waste and other hazardous substances, shall be 
protected by spill containment systems that shall 
comply with the following:

(a) be constructed of impervious material that are 
resistant to the hazardous substances involved;

(b) be able to contain the maximum volume of the 
largest tank used;

(c) be designed, constructed and managed so that 
any spill or release of any hazardous substance 
and any stormwater that may have entered and 
become contaminated in the spill containment 
system is prevented from entering the 
stormwater system and is prevented from 
discharging into or onto the land or 
groundwater, any water body, or potable water 
supply.

7A.3 Prior to construction of the spill containment 
systems referred to in Condition 7A.2 above, 
Vector shall produce a spill contingency plan, an 
emergency evacuation plan, a health and safety 
plan, and a fire safety plan for the Hobson, 
Newmarket and Penrose Portals to the satisfaction 
of Council.  Vector shall comply with these plans 
at all times.

8. ADVICE NOTES

(a) The requiring authority needs to obtain all 
other necessary consents and permits, 
including those under the Building Act 1991, 
and comply with all relevant Council bylaws.

(b) The Penrose substation site is subject to an 
existing Trans Power designation (Penrose 
Substation) and an existing Council 
designation (Proposed Accessway, Gavin St to 
McNab St Subway).  As such the Vector 
designation is to be identified as the later 
designation in the District Plan.  The 
provisions of Section 177 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991 apply accordingly.

See also Diagrams B08-03(a)-(d)

1. Purpose of Designation

1.1 The purpose of the designation is to enable the safe 
and efficient functioning and operation of the 
Council's road network while managing the use of 
the road corridor for other network utility 
infrastructure.  

2. Extent of Designation 

2.1 The designation applies to all roads owned by 
Auckland City Council (Council) on the Auckland 
isthmus as identified in the Auckland City District 
Plan - Isthmus and Central Area sections (public road 
network). 

The designation applies to the full width of the legal 
road, being the area between the boundaries of its 
adjacent private properties, and includes any grass 
berms, footpath, kerbs, channels and sealed 
carriageway and any bridge structures and other parts 
of the road owned by the Council.  

• For the avoidance of doubt, the designation does 
not apply to: 

• Roads not owned by the Council (as listed in 
Schedule 2);

• Private land;

• Road bridges over the coastal marine area 
(CMA);

• Unformed roads;

• Service lanes;

• Beaches;

• Areas of road for which the New Zealand 
Transport Agency is the road controlling 
authority; or

• Sections of roads that cross (at grade) the space 
occupied by a railway line, as defined in the 
Railways Act 2005. 

3. Restrictions of Designation 

3.1 That no person shall, within the area of the 
designation, undertake the following activities 
without obtaining written approval (if required under 
section 176 of the Resource Management Act 1991 
(RMA)) from the Council in accordance with 
conditions 5.1 and 5.2 below: 

• Any excavation in or under the road or road 
reserve (including drilling, tunnelling, thrusting 
or similar);

B08-04 PUBLIC ROAD NETWORK
CITY OF AUCKLAND - DISTRICT PLAN
Section B3 - Page 12 ISTHMUS SECTION - OPERATIVE 1999

updated 28/10/2011
See key on last 
page  of this section



APPENDIX B (PLANNING MAPS)
• Any activity where damage is caused, or is likely 
to be caused, to the road or road reserve through 
excavation or works;

• Any activity where a new surface is to be laid 
within the road or road reserve;

• Occupation of the road or road reserve for the 
purposes of construction. 

Except that emergency works can be undertaken 
without the need for express written approval from 
the Requiring Authority but the party undertaking the 
emergency works must advise the Requiring 
Authority, within 2 working days, that the activity 
has been undertaken and seek written approval if the 
works are ongoing. 

"Emergency works" means works defined in section 
330(1) of the RMA or Section 6.22.1 of the Draft 
National Code of Practice for Utilities Access to the 
Transport Corridors (March 2009) or the Code of 
Practice for Working in the Road (Auckland Region) 
or any replacement of the Regional Code. 

4. Exclusions from Designation 

4.1 Requiring authority works provided for by this 
designation specifically exclude the following 
activities: 

• Any physical works involving contaminated land 
(as defined in section 2 of the RMA);

• Any physical works involving any scheduled 
archaeological or geological feature;

• Any physical works within the dripline of any 
scheduled or protected tree or requiring the 
removal of such trees;

• Any physical works within the site surrounds of 
any scheduled building, heritage property or 
places of special value. 

Any such works will be subject to the requirements 
and statutory processes under the provisions of the 
relevant section of the Auckland City District Plan. 

CONDITIONS ON DESIGNATION 

5. Conditions on requiring authority (Council) 
approvals of third party works within roads 

5.1 In providing written approvals for works in roads 
under section 176 of the RMA, the Requiring 
Authority shall comply with the requirements, 
procedures and timeframes set out in the Code of 
Practice for Working in the Road (Auckland Region) 
or any replacement of the Regional Code (Code).

For the avoidance of doubt, section 176 approval is 
given if either: 

• the Council has imposed reasonable conditions 
on access to the road corridor under sections 135 
to 141 of the Telecommunications Act 2001, 
sections 25 to 30 of the Gas Act 1992 or sections 
24 to 29 of the Electricity Act 1992 (the utilities 
legislation) within the timeframes prescribed 
under the utilities legislation in accordance with 
the Code; or

• the Council fails to notify reasonable conditions 
on access to the road corridor within the 
timeframes prescribed under the utilities 
legislation.

5.2 The process implemented for providing requiring 
authority approvals under Condition 5.1 shall 
incorporate, or be incorporated into, the process for 
granting access to the road network such that a single 
process for both requiring authority approvals and 
road access approvals is implemented unless 
otherwise requested by the party seeking approval. 

6. Conditions on requiring authority (Council) 
works 

6.1 In undertaking works in roads, the Requiring 
Authority shall comply with the requirements, 
procedures and timeframes set out in the Code.

6.2 The Requiring Authority will consult with the New 
Zealand Refining Company Ltd (or its nominated 
agent from time to time) at least 15 working days 
prior to it carrying out activities in or under any roads 
where the Company's designations are located 
(except in emergency situations) 

7. Advice Notes 

7.1 This designation does not override any prior 
(primary) designations that may already be in place 
within sections of the public road network. The 
Council must obtain approval from any requiring 
authority holding a prior designation, in accordance 
with the provisions and requirements of that 
designation, for works/activities undertaken within 
the designated area. 

Some sections of the road network are or will be 
covered by other designations in addition to this 
designation, in which case multiple requiring 
authority approvals may be required for activities in 
these areas. 

7.2 Other (secondary) designations may be lodged in the 
future that apply to existing  public roads affected by 
this designation and these will be subject to section 
177 of the RMA.

7.3 Documents such as the Code and processes to access 
the road network will change over time. The 
requiring authority may therefore seek to alter the 
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conditions of this designation in the future to reflect 
any such changes to ensure that the designation 
remains current. 

7.4 Requiring authority approval for working in the road 
does not obviate any party from obtaining land 
owner consent or leases as relevant where the work 
involves the installation of structures (either 
temporary or permanent). This is subject to any 
rights conferred by the utility legislation referred to 
in condition 5.1. 

7.5 Where under Condition 5.1 the Council fails to notify 
reasonable conditions on access to the road corridor 
within the timeframes prescribed under the utilities 
legislation, access may still be subject to any 
reasonable conditions specified as applying in this 
circumstance under the Code. 

7.6 Requiring authority approval for working in the road 
is not required before any party obtains any resource 
consents (district or regional) or other approvals 
necessary under any relevant legislation for the 
proposed works. Parties may seek to obtain requiring 
authority approval prior to seeking approval to 
access roads under the statutes listed in Condition 
5.1. 

7.7 Consistent with Condition 5.1, the requiring 
authority will adopt the arbitration processes outlined 
in the Code to resolve conflicts pertaining to 
approvals and associated conditions. However, this 
does not limit the rights of third parties to appeal 
approvals and associated conditions to the 
Environment Court at their discretion. 

7.8 Where public roads are already designated or 
managed by the New Zealand Transport Agency (as 
part of the State highway network) or the New 
Zealand Railways Corporation (at-grade railway 
crossings) this designation does not apply. Requiring 
authority or road controlling authority approvals are 
required from these agencies in accordance with the 
relevant designations/management regime.

Activities undertaken in accordance with this 
designation may also be subject to the requirements 
of the Railways Act 2005 and the Government 
Roading Powers Act 1989. 

7.9 The Council will seek to alter the designation under 
section 181 of the RMA in the future to add new 
public roads or extend this designation onto land that 
is vested as public road.

7.10The Council will liaise with the NZ Transport 
Agency to create a "standing" section 176 approval 
for work undertaken pursuant to any Maintenance 
Agreement with the Council. 

7.11The allocation of costs for the relocation of assets 
within the road corridors is addressed in other 
legislation and codes of practice, and will not be the 
subject of any conditions imposed pursuant to this 
designation.

8. Lapse Date

Unless lapsed prior to 15 June 2010, the expiry date 
of this designation was extended to 1 November 
2015, by S78 of the Local Government (Auckland 
Transitional Provisions) Act 2010.
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