AUCKLAND CITY STREETSCAPE STUDY RECORD FORM Oi%z’oAUCKLANDCITY

Preliminary Information

LOCATION / ADDRESS: ITEM NUMBER CATEGORY (IF
682 Dominion Road, Balmoral Shopping centre , Auckland SCHEDULED)
d [}
i
i)
NAME (IF ANY) NUMBER, STREET, LOCALITY, WARD LEGAL DESCRIPTION
Balmoral Baptist Church 6027039,
Pt lot 1
DP 1607
BUILDING / STRUCTURAL / OBJECT / SITE USE: OTHER LISTINGS
] RESIDENTIAL [ COMMERCIAL B OTHER
L1 INDUSTRIAL L1 INSTITUTIONAL
L1 RECREATIONAL [ AGRICULTURAL
HISTORY & KNOWN ASSOCIATIONS ZONING
Business 2
The Baptist Church had previously been located at the corner of Grange Road and Dominion Road, in
the original St Sepulchres Church which was relocated to the Grange Road site in 1904. The building
was constructed in 1865 as St Sepulchres Church in Symonds Street, next to the southern part of the
Church of England cemetery, on a site approximately where the current Symonds Street motorway off-
ramp is located.!
The building continued to be used as the Grange Road Baptist Church from 1904 until 1963 when it
amalgamated with the Shackleton Road Baptist Church, which had opened in 1926. The new church
building for this combined congregation, called the Balmoral Baptist Church, was opened on the
corner of Dominion Road and Queens Ave in August 1965.
The site was jointly purchased by the two congregations. It had an old house on it which was
demolished for the construction of the church.
The church complex included a church, youth hall, minister’s study and prayer chapel. The inclusion of
a range of facilities as part of a complete purpose built facility was noted as different from the usual
approach by the Baptist church. Typically a church hall would initially form the nucleus and other
facilities would follow in stages. The new church could seat 200-250 people and was designed to be
extended if necessary.
The Balmoral Baptist church incorporates the historic pipe organ that was originally in St Sepulchres,
which is described as one of the oldest in New Zealand.
The Church was formally opened by Mr John McRae MP, and the opening was followed by the arrival
in September 1965 of 100 American Baptist preachers conducting an evangelical crusade.
Architects:
The Balmoral Baptist Church was designed by architects Mark- Brown Fairhead and Associates in
July 1964. Their practice were responsible for a number of sophisticated modernist houses influenced
by the work of architects such as Richard Neutra and Craig Ellwood who were designing pavilion —
style houses in California. Where the Group Architects in Auckland responded to Vernon Brown’ call
for the development of a timber vernacular architecture, Mark Brown and Peter Fairhead utilised a
range of imported ceramic tiles, marble, granite, glass and mirrors into houses designed for wealthy
clients.
REFERENCE SOURCES REGISTERED OWNER
Original drawings on microfilm records at Auckland City Council
The Selwyn Churches of Auckland, C R Knight, AH &AW Reed 1972,page 60
Auckland Star 24.8.1965
Conservation plan for the Auckland Girl Guides Hall (formerly St Sepulchres/ Grange Road Baptist
Church) by Matthews & Matthews Architects Ltd.
PHOTOGRAPHS (HISTORICAL) ARCHITECT / DESIGNER




Mark- Brown Fairhead and Associates

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Balmoral Baptist Church was built following the amalgamation of the Grange Road and
Shackelton Road Baptist church communities in 1964, which had been serving the Mt Eden area since
1904 and 1926 respectively. The site was purchased collectively and the new Balmoral Baptist Church
built in 1965. The church contains the historic organ which came from the Grange Road church which
was originally St Sepulcher's located in the Synmonds Street cemetary, built in 1865. It is thought to

be one of the oldest organs in New Zealand.

It provides evidence of the work of the architectural practice Mark- Brown Fairhead and Associates.

PERIOD / DATE OF CONSTRUCTION
1964/65

MATERIALS
Steel portal frame, concrete and brick.

INTEGRITY/ SIGNIFICANT ELEMENTS
The Church appears to be in original condition.

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE

m HISTORICAL B ARCHITECTURAL
[0 AESTHETIC [0 SCIENTIFIC
m SOCIAL [0 TRADITIONAL

O RARITY VALUE O GROUPVALUE

[0 TECHNOLOGICAL
m SPIRITUAL

] SPECIAL

] oTHER

STREETSCAPE VALUE
The Church demonstrates the range of functions served by
the Balmoral Shopping centre.

CONTRIBUTION TO COLLECTIVE CHARACTER
HERITAGE VALUE
Medium

PREPARED BY: Matthews & Matthews Architects Ltd
FOR: AUCKLAND CITY COUNCIL
(Read in conjunction with Character Heritage Study)

DATE OF SURVEY
September 2006

EXTERIOR:
INTERIOR:

BY: Matthews & Matthews Architects
Ltd

CHECKED:
PHOTOGRAPHED:
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' The Selwyn Churches of Auckland, C R Knight, AH &AW Reed 1972, page 60
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