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Preliminary Information

LOCATION / ADDRESS: ITEM NUMBER CATEGORY (IF
Mount Eden War Memorial Hall 487 Dominion Road SCHEDULED)
1
a::‘n.ﬂivim
Centre
: T
NAME (IF ANY) NUMBER, STREET, LOCALITY, WARD LEGAL DESCRIPTION
487 Dominion Road, Auckland
BUILDING / STRUCTURAL / OBJECT / SITE USE: OTHER LISTINGS
] RESIDENTIAL [ COMMERCIAL B OTHER
L1 INDUSTRIAL L1 INSTITUTIONAL
L1 RECREATIONAL [ AGRICULTURAL
HISTORY & KNOWN ASSOCIATIONS ZONING
Open Space 4
The Mt Eden War Memorial Hall on Dominion Road close to the intersection with Balmoral Road was built in 1957.
It was designed by architect C. B. Watkin. McKray Crossley and Rowe were the consulting engineers for the building.
Almost half of the total cost of £72,000 raised by the Eden-Roskill R.S.A. ' It was subsidised on a pound-for-pound
basis by the government, as part of the policy of the Department of Internal Affairs to encourage “living memorials” in
the form of war memorial community centres from 1949 onward. 2 The Eden- Roskill R.S.A. had played an important
role in raising funds for the memorial. They had initially intended to build a hall of their own, but combined with Council
and contributed 31,000 pounds, including subsidies; to the project .Local citizens had also raised funds through fairs
and carnivals. The hall was built by Fletcher Construction Ltd.
The Returned Services club at the lower level provided a lounge, reading room, card room, billiard room, area for
indoor bowls as well as kitchen, supper rooms and offices. At the ground level was the hall, Hall of Memories and a
future gymnasium.. The architect noted at the opening that the building had been set back from Dominion Road by
around 40 feet to allow for landscaping. The building was intended to be light and airy, combining simplicity with
dignity.
The foundation stone was laid in late September 1957 by the Minister of Internal Affairs, Mr Smith in front of a crowd
of about 200 people.?
The Mt Eden Borough council chambers relocated to this building after its opening, from their previous location in the
Borough Council building in Valley Road, which continued its use as the Borough Council offices.
REFERENCE SOURCES REGISTERED OWNER
Guardian, 2 October 1957
Auckland Star April 21 1953
Chris MacLean and Jock Phillips, The Sorrow and the Pride — New Zealand War Memorials, 1990, pp. 139-140
Changing Face of Mt Eden, pages 32 and 81
PHOTOGRAPHS (HISTORICAL) ARCHITECT / DESIGNER
Fletcher Construction Company Archives 9078p/28 ¢ 1955 C. B. Watkin

! Guardian, 2 October 1957

% Chris MacLean and Jock Phillips, The Sorrow and the Pride — New Zealand War Memorials, 1990, pp. 139-140

® Auckland Star April 21 1953




STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE PERIOD / DATE OF CONSTRUCTION

The Mount Eden War Memorial Hall was built to commemorate those who gave their lives in World War Il and has 1957

been the focus of commemorative events for the district since its construction in 1957. It provides evidence of MATERIALS

contemporary approach to war memorials which were to have a functional and community purpose after the second Brick and concrete

world War, as well as a commemorative one. INTEGRITY/ SIGNIFICANT ELEMENTS

Funds for the building were raised by the local community with a significant contribution by the Eden-Roskill RSA in
combination with subsidies provided by the Government.
It provides evidence of the work of architect C. B Watkin.

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE STREETSCAPE VALUE
B HISTORICAL B ARCHITECTURAL 0 TECHNOLOGICAL

B AESTHETIC O sciENTIFIC m SPIRITUAL

m SOCIAL 0 TRADITIONAL m SPECIAL

[ RARITY VALUE 0 GROUPVALUE O oTtHER

CONTRIBUTION TO COLLECTIVE
CHARACTER HERITAGE VALUE
High

DATE OF SURVEY
September 2006
EXTERIOR:
INTERIOR:

PREPARED BY: Matthews & Matthews Architects Ltd BY:
FOR: AUCKLAND CITY COUNCIL CHECKED:

PHOTOGRAPHED:  Matthews &
Matthews Architects
Ltd




Copies of original drawings from Auckland City Council records
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WITH WHICH ARE INCOMFPORATED

The Evening News, Morning News, The Echo and The Sua
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Gift Of Land In Mount Eden /1
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