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HISTORIC HERITAGE SITES (NOR 1), CONTINUED 

  

St Johns 

Redoubt, 

continued 

Summary 

St Johns Redoubt is a scheduled site of regional significance.  The outline of 

the redoubt is still visible on the ground within the St Johns Redoubt Historic 

Reserve.  The majority of the original redoubt is within the reserve, although a 

small portion of the northern bastion is located within the LDS Church 

property to the west.   

Previous archaeological work in relation to St Johns Redoubt has included a 

number of surveys (e.g., Coster 1997a,b,c) and descriptions, along with a 

comprehensive heritage assessment by Dodd (2006). Geophysical survey of 

the redoubt has indicated that there are likely to be archaeological features in 

proximity to and within the Redoubt itself.  Archaeological monitoring of 

earthworks for the neighbouring LDS complex did not identify any 

archaeological features associated with the redoubt (Clough 1998; Campbell 

2006; Farley 2009).  Some historic artefacts were recovered although the 

majority of items relate to the 20th century use of the area (R11/1958, 

R11/1959, R11/1960).  Aerial photographs illustrate the extent of the 

earthworks significantly modifying this entire property, including the north-

eastern part of the property at 9 and 19 Redoubt Road, which is located within 

the NoR 1 preferred corridor designation.   

Aerial photographs also suggest that the land at the northern end of the St 

Johns Redoubt Historic Reserve, and also within the preferred corridor 

designation, was modified significantly in the 1990s and so intact 

archaeological features outside, but associated with the Redoubt, are unlikely 

in that area.  Recently Auckland Council has proposed extensive enhancement 

works in this area of the reserve to improve access and parking to the reserve. 

A large, intact grassed road verge exists between the motel site at 21 Redoubt 

Road and Redoubt Road.   

 

 

 

Heritage 

Value/ 

Significance of 

St Johns 

Redoubt 

The Redoubt is a significant heritage/archaeological site.  It is scheduled in the 

Auckland Council Operative District Plan: Manukau Section (2002) (Schedule 

6G, ID 4, Map 28) on the basis of its regional and local historic and scientific 

values.  It is also scheduled in Auckland Council’s Proposed Auckland 

Unitary Plan (2013) as a Historic Heritage Place, Category B (ID 1271) for its 

historical, knowledge and aesthetic values.  Its heritage values have therefore 

been assessed under the relevant statutory criteria and are not reassessed here.  

The New Zealand Historic Places Trust (now Heritage New Zealand) has 

provided guidelines setting out criteria that are specific to archaeological sites 

(NZHPT 2006: 9-10).  These have been used to assess the archaeological 

values of the site: 

Rarity.  Redoubts are not common sites within the region.     
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Heritage 

Significance of 

St Johns 

Redoubt, 

continued 

Contextual value.  St Johns Redoubt has contextual value as one of a group 

of redoubts built during the Waikato Wars of the 1860s. It has lost much of its 

surrounding context to residential development, but retains its views over the 

landscape which allows the strategic reasons for its location to be appreciated.  

Information potential.  The site has good potential to provide information 

through archaeological investigation.  Its subsurface earthworks are likely to 

remain intact, and archaeological evidence in the form of artefacts, latrine or 

rubbish pits, the locations of tents or other structures, are likely to be present.  

Information relating to ditch construction, camp layout, provisions, etc, would 

contribute to knowledge of the New Zealand Wars – a significant historical 

event. 

Amenity value.  The site has considerable amenity and educational potential 

that could be realised through the provision of interpretation and the continued 

protection of the viewshaft.   

Cultural associations.  The site’s cultural associations are predominantly 

early European, but it is also identified as a site of interest to Maori.    

Overall, the site has significant archaeological and other historic heritage 

values. It is a well-known site associated with historical events in the 

Auckland and Waikato regions, and is likely to have subsurface archaeological 

features in good condition in proximity to the visible earthworks. The site has 

some visual amenity, although interpretation signage is required to make it 

easier for visitors to appreciate the site. 

 

Potential 

Effects on St 

Johns Redoubt 

The Redoubt Road–Mill Road preferred corridor route in the vicinity of St 

Johns Redoubt (NoR 1 Section 1a) correlates with the existing road alignment; 

however, Redoubt Road itself will be widened and the corridor will also 

include cycle lanes.  Earthworks for the construction of batters and large 

retaining walls are proposed along the southern edge of the corridor in the 

vicinity of St Johns Redoubt and the northern extent of surrounding properties 

where they front Redoubt Road. 

Earthworks across the entire site at 7, 9 and 19 Redoubt Road for the 

development of the LDS property in 2009 included the north-eastern extent of 

this property right up to the road verge, that falls within the preferred corridor 

designation.  Therefore, there should be no archaeological constraints in this 

area. 

Aerial photographs also suggest that the land at the northern end of the St 

Johns Redoubt Historic Reserve within the preferred corridor was modified 

significantly in the 1990s.  It is possible that archaeological features such as 

rubbish pits relating to the redoubt may have survived here, but it is not 

considered likely.  
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Potential 

Effects on St 

Johns 

Redoubt, 

continued 

 

Recently Auckland Council has proposed extensive enhancement works in this 

area of the reserve to improve access and parking to the reserve.  This included  

the provision of a carpark within the reserve immediately to the south of the 

area required for road widening.  Overall these proposed works were assessed 

as having little if any adverse effects on archaeological remains and would 

have significant positive effects in terms of public access, education and 

amenity.  

The historic heritage values of St Johns Redoubt are recognised by its inclusion 

in the heritage schedules of the operative and proposed district plans.  The 

potential for subsurface archaeological remains is considered a possibility 

outside the historic reserve, particularly on a flatter portion of the hillside, to 

the north and south of the redoubt.  

While there is the possibility that subsurface archaeological remains associated 

with the occupation of the redoubt could be uncovered during the construction 

of the Redoubt Road–Mill Road realignment, it is considered unlikely that any 

significant subsurface archaeological features of the Redoubt will be adversely 

affected.   

Consideration will need to be given to access onto the St Johns Redoubt 

Historic Reserve at the detailed design stage, in view of the proposed cutting 

and retaining of the Redoubt Road frontage in this area, but is achievable.  

There is also the potential to add land to the St Johns Redoubt Historic Reserve 

should adjoining properties be acquired as part of the development of the road 

corridor.   

   

  



Clough & Associates Ltd. Page 24 Redoubt Rd – Mill Rd Corridor Project Addendum 

 

HISTORIC HERITAGE SITES (NOR 3) 

 

Alfriston 

Road/Mill 

Road 

Intersection 

There is a concentration of archaeological and other historic heritage sites 

recorded at the intersection of Mill Road and Alfriston Road  in close proximity 

to the NoR 3 preferred corridor – recorded arcaheological sites R11/2074 

Alfriston Meeting House (‘The Meeting House’), R11/2069 Alfriston Post 

Office/Store, R11/2066 Alfriston School (Alfriston Community School), 

R11/2065 Alfriston Hall and War Memorial, R11/2064 Smollett Reid 

Homestead, R11/2063 Alfriston Presbyterian Church and Block House (Figure 

18, Figure 19). 

The Alfriston Hall and WWI Memorial located at 300 Mill Road is scheduled in 

Auckland’s Council’s PAUP (2013) as a Historic Heritage Place, Category B 

(ID 705) with a Defined Extent of Place (Figure 20).  

Of note, but located some distance away from the preferred corridor, are sites 

R11/2068 Christ Church and Cemetery, R11/2070 the reported site of Dr 

George Bodle’s Homestead, R11/2073 Larry Bodle’s House, and R11/2067 

Middleton Homestead and Alfriston Creamery (Figure 19). 

The southern extent of the preferred NoR 3 corridor designation boundary south 

of Ranfurly Road runs parallel to and west of the existing Mill Road alignment 

(Section 4d) until joining up again with Mill Road south of Alfriston Road and 

the settlement of Alfriston (Section 5) (Figure 3, Figure 18).  The Alfriston 

School (R11/2066), Alfriston Hall and War Memorial (R11/2065), the site of 

the Alfriston Presbyterian Church and Block House (R11/2063) and site of the 

Smollett Reid Homestead (R11/2064) are located east of Mill Road, therefore 

east and north of the preferred corridor NoR 3, and should not be affected.  The 

Meeting House (R11/2074) and Alfriston Post Office/Store (R11/2069) are 

located within the preferred NoR 3 corridor (Figure 18). 

  

Figure 18. The 

proposed NoR 3 

corridor and the 

location of 

historic heritage 

sites 
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Figure 19.  

Location of 

recorded historic 

heritage sites in 

the vicinity of 

Mill Road and 

Alfriston Road 

(source: NZAA 

ArchSite) 

 

 

 

Figure 20. PAUP 

overlay  map 

showing the 

location of 

Alfriston Hall 

and WWI 

Memorial (ID 

705) and the 

assigned Extent 

of Place 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 



Clough & Associates Ltd. Page 26 Redoubt Rd – Mill Rd Corridor Project Addendum 

 

HISTORIC HERITAGE SITES (NOR 3), CONTINUED 

 

Alfriston 

Road/Mill 

Road 

Intersection, 

continued 

Historical Background 
The roadway currently named Alfriston Road in the subject area passes through 

the southern portion of two Lots 16 and 17, Parish of Papakura, granted to 

Dalziel in 1845 and Hatton in 1854 respectively.  Lot 16 lay to the west of what 

is now Mill Road and Lot 17 lay to the east. The land for Alfriston Road 

through Lot 16 was dedicated by Dalziel to John de Carteret, Thomas Allen, 

Richard Middleton, Michael Cowley and Adam Barclay (as the Papakura 

Highway Board) on 13 July 1871 (Deeds Index 24D/602, Archives New 

Zealand). There is no notation on land records regarding a dedication for 

roading purposes lodged against Lot 17. 

Mill Road, noted on DP 7735 dated 1911 (LINZ), is shown as an unformed 

road running between Alfriston Road and Ranfurly Road (also unformed at this 

time).  

‘The Mayor reported having conferred with Mr Dyson, of the Public 

Works Department, who stated that the Department favoured a stock 

route known as Mill Road to Alfriston Store and thence to Redoubt 

Road. The estimate cost of metalling and formation would be about 

£4600’ (Auckland Star, 3 June 1939:7).  

The portion of Mill Road to the north of Alfriston Road was set between Lots 

16 and 17 and initially appeared to have been a straight road through to the 

unformed Ranfurly Road. The formation of the road diverted part way along 

towards the northwest. 

Lot 16 Parish of Papakura (North of Alfriston Road) 
While Dalziel owned the property for a number of years (Table 3), he was an 

absentee owner, residing in Ireland and it is not clear whether any land 

clearance, timber felling or gum digging was undertaken on the land prior to Dr 

George Bodle acquiring it in 1875. The majority of the land sited to the north 

of Alfriston Road was utilised as farmland. No structures were identified with 

the exception of an area fronting Alfriston Road, known as the ‘Meeting 

House’. This portion of land was excluded from a sale by Winstone of Part Lot 

16 to Tracy in 1921 (Figure 21), with Tracy later purchasing the meeting house 

and land in 1928 (NA478/160, LINZ). 

 

Continued on next page 
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Table 3. Land ownership transfers in relation to Part Lot 16 with the exception of the southern portion of land 

sold by Winstone to Tracy (Archives New Zealand) 

Instrument Name Date of Instrument Where Recorded 

Crown Grant Dalziel 1 February 1845 3G/1436 

Conveyance to Dalziel 31 March 1859 9D/720 

Conveyance to Bodle 25 February 1875 29D/373 

Conveyance ER to Bodle 17 June 1895 R48/663 

Conveyance to Bodle 27 June 1902 R84/483 

Conveyance ER to Winstone 8 October 1906 R128/173 

Conveyance to Diprose 20 October 1911 R196/322 

Conveyance to McLeod 20 December 1912 R216/454 

Conveyance ER to Dunn 5 October 1916 R264/509 

Conveyance ER to Postlewaight & ors 4 September 1916 R297/512 

Conveyance ER to Blade 20 July 1922 R384/753 

Conveyance to Lusby 21 November 1922 R400/274 

Conveyance to Wastney 7 March 1923 R402/642 

Conveyance to Hansen 23 April 1928 R523/702 

Conveyance to Allen 3 September 1929 R549/723 

Conveyance to Humphreys 7 December 1936 R594/189 
 

  

 

Figure 21. The portion of Lot 16 purchased by Tracy in 1921 excluding the Meeting House and shed (Deeds 

Book R358/108, Archives New Zealand 
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The Meeting 

House 

(R11/2074) 

The building known as the ‘Meeting House’ stills stands on site and was built 

in the mid-1880s (Wilson 1974), originally as a school house in conjunction 

with the Church of Christ Sunday School (Figure 22–Figure 25). Day 

schooling had initially been established in a schoolroom built at the 

Presbyterian Church in 1861 (first year 1862), but was closed during the war 

(Commissioners of Education 1864). Although reopened again in 1866 the 

Board did not permit the school to remain open long. In 1876 the Turanga and 

Papakura Valley School Committee agreed that a school house more central to 

the Alfriston area was needed and determined to ask Mr R.J. Middleton for a 

site on his farm for the purpose (Daily Southern Cross, 31 March 1876). This 

request was apparently never acted on, possibly due to the Education Board’s 

stance on the necessity for a school. 

In January 1885 a petition was put to the Education Board to establish a new 

school at Alfriston (New Zealand Herald, 17 January 1885), children having to 

attend school either at the Papakura Valley School or at Turanga Creek. The 

January 1885 petition was deferred; however, the school, known as Papakura 

Valley No. 2 reopened later in the year with an average of 23 students 

attending the half-day school in the September quarter (New Zealand Herald, 

21 November 1885) which operated from a newly constructed schoolroom on 

Dr Bodle’s property, the building to later become known as the ‘Meeting 

House’. In May that year the Board had referred Bodle ‘to the conditions and 

contract for supply of school furniture’ (New Zealand Herald, 30 May 1885:3). 

The Inspector of Schools reviewing half-day schools considered the Papakura 

Valley No. 2 was not required (New Zealand Herald, 21 November 1885), but 

the school remained open. He later noted the school had been kept open against 

recommendations and again suggested the school was unnecessary given its 

proximity (2 miles) to Papakura (New Zealand Herald, 20 May 1887). The 

Board determined to close the school that same year. The residents affected 

objected to the closure of the school; however the Board would not reconsider 

(New Zealand Herald, 21 January 1888). By 1894 half-day school was again 

being taught, though moved to a building at the Presbyterian Church (New 

Zealand Herald, 28 August 1894). 

Given the school was half-day only the building was able to be used for 

meetings, Sunday school and library, dances, and social occasions often with 

fundraising as an objective. The Papakura Road Board, with which Dr Bodle 

was associated, held regular meetings in the building following earlier 

meetings being held at the Presbyterian Church building (New Zealand Herald, 

24 May 1881). Wilson (1974) includes a description of an 1894 fundraiser at 

the meeting house for the purposes of purchasing books for the Sunday School 

library. Following the construction of the Alfriston Hall in 1904, use of the 

building became irregular and eventually the building was sold, becoming a 

private home. 

 

Continued on next page 
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Figure 22. The Meeting House (Wilson 1974:20) 

  

Figure 23. The Meeting House – front and eastern side (photo: Tatton Feb 2015) 
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Figure 24. The Meeting House – Alfriston Road frontage (photo: Tatton Feb 2015) 

  

Figure 25. The Meeting House – rear and west side (photo: Tatton Feb 2015) 
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The Meeting 

House 

(R11/2074), 

continued 

‘The Meeting House’ (R11/2074) is located at 1348 Alfriston Road.  It is 

currently in a somewhat derelict state, unoccupied and is being used to store 

hay.  Wood rot is evident in many of the lower weatherboards.  Weatherboards 

are missing over much of the western side of the building and a section of 

roofing iron is also missing, which will result in further damage to the building 

if it remains unrepaired.   

  

Heritage 

Value and 

Significance of 

the Meeting 

House 

The Meeting House is a recorded archaeological site in the NZAA site record 

file but is not scheduled in the Auckland Council Operative District Plan: 

Manukau Section (operative plan) or PAUP.  Its historic heritage values are 

summarised in Table 4. 

While the building site is original the building itself has been extensively 

modified.  The rear lean-to and chimney have been removed.  The front door 

has been replaced with a sash-window and a bay window has been added to the 

eastern side of the building.  More recently the building has been repiled.    

The building offers little to the interpretation or comprehensive understanding 

of the site, having no immediate context.   It sits isolated in a paddock without 

any defined curtilage or associated structures.  The shed shown beside ‘The 

Meeting House’ in Deeds Book R358/108  (Figure 21) no longer exists.  

The building itself has heritage values but these are not high, as it is typical of 

1880s design and construction, a period of New Zealand history that is 

significantly represented.  However, there is the opportunity to achieve a better 

understanding of the place through detailed examination and recording. 

While the building is known to the local community, it is on private land and it 

is unclear to what extent it is currently valued and appreciated by the 

community.   

‘The Meeting House’ does, however, have considerable local historical 

significance.  It was one of the early community buildings built in Alfriston 

and is associated with Dr George Bodle, who was an early landowner and 

settler in the Alfriston area.  It was first a school house in conjunction with the 

Church of Christ Sunday School and later a local gathering place for meetings 

and social occasions.  ‘The Meeting House’ also forms part of the wider 

historical and cultural complex within the settlement of Alfriston and has direct 

historical associations with the Alfriston Hall and Alfriston School, which were 

built to supersede the roles of ‘The Meeting House’. 

Overall, the Alfriston Meeting House (R11/2074) is considered to be of 

moderate historic heritage value, but has considerable historical significance at 

a local level (Table 4). 

It is certainly feasible to restore the building and retain its heritage values.  Any 

viable restoration or conservation would, however, rely on an appropriate reuse 

and ongoing maintenance of the building.   

 

Continued on next page 



Clough & Associates Ltd. Page 32 Redoubt Rd – Mill Rd Corridor Project Addendum 

 

HISTORIC HERITAGE SITES (NOR 3), CONTINUED 

  

Table 4. Evaluation of historic heritage significance of The Meeting House using criteria derived from the 

PAUP (Chapter B:4.1).  Note that these criteria have legal effect, but are not operative and may be subject to 

change as a result of the PAUP hearings process  

Criterion Comment Significance 

evaluation 

a) historical: The place reflects 

important or representative aspects of 

national, regional or local history, or is 

associated with an important event, 

person, group of people or idea or early 

period of settlement within New 

Zealand, the region or locality 

The Meeting House was one of the early public, 

community buildings built in Alfriston. First a school 

house in conjunction with the Church of Christ, Sunday 

School and later a local gathering place for meetings and 

social occasions. Associated with Dr George Bodle and his 

wife who were early settlers in the Alfriston area.  The 

Meeting House was originally built for the Church of 

Christ congregation 

Considerable, 

local 

b) social: The place has a strong or 

special association with, or is held in 

high esteem by, a particular community 

or cultural group for its symbolic, 

spiritual, commemorative, traditional 

or other cultural value 

The Meeting House is well known within the local 

community.  However, it has been in private ownership for 

some time and is no longer a publicly used building, and it 

has not been established that it is of value to any particular 

interest group within or representing the community. It has 

the potential for strong commemorative values as a 

community meeting place and place for social gatherings 

over an extended period of  time, but this has not yet been 

demonstrated. 

Moderate, local 

c) Mana Whenua: The place has a 

strong or special association with, or is 

held in high esteem by, Mana Whenua 

for its symbolic, spiritual, 

commemorative, traditional or other 

cultural value 

N/A  

d) knowledge: The place has potential 

to provide knowledge through 

scientific or scholarly study or to 

contribute to an understanding of the 

cultural or natural history of New 

Zealand, the region, or locality 

The building exists on it original site and there is the 

opportunity to rediscover a better understanding of the 

place through detailed examination and recording.  If 

restored and opened to the public it could potentially 

provide information and a greater awareness about the 

history of Alfriston 

Moderate, local 

e) technology: The place demonstrates 

technical accomplishment, innovation 

or achievement in its structure, 

construction, components or use of 

materials 

The building does not demonstrate any particular technical 

accomplishment.  It is a typical school house style and 

construction from the 1880s period, which has been 

modified over the years 
 

Little 

f) physical attributes: The place is a 

notable or representative example of a 

type, design or style, method of 

construction, craftsmanship or use of 

materials or the work of a notable 

architect, designer, engineer or builder; 

Built in the mid 1880s, which is well represented 

architecturally in Auckland.  It is a representative example 

of a typical school house style and construction from that 

period, which has been modified over the years.  It is not 

associated with a notable architect, designer, engineer or 

builder, but was built by Dr and Mrs Bodle assisted by 

volunteers 

Moderate, local 

g) aesthetic: The place is notable or 

distinctive for its aesthetic, visual, or 

landmark qualities 

The building exists on its original site but without any 

associated features or immediate context.  It is in a derelict 

state and has been modified in the past 

Little 

h) context: The place contributes to or 

is associated with a wider historical or 

cultural context, streetscape, 

townscape, landscape or setting 

The building has little immediate context to its location as 

its site has been extensively modified. However, it forms 

part of the wider historical and cultural complex of the 

Alfriston settlement and has direct associations with the 

Alfriston School and Alfriston Hall. 

Moderate, local 
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Potential 

Effects on The 

Meeting 

House 

The proposed Sections 4d and 5 of the NoR 3 preferred corridor intersect at a 

large roundabout east of the current Alfriston Road and Mill Road intersection.   

The site of the ‘The Meeting House’ appears to be located on the north-eastern 

edge of the proposed roundabout and is likely to be affected (Figure 18).   

One of the principles of the ICOMOS NZ Charter is that the association of a 

structure or feature of cultural heritage value with its location, site, curtilage 

and setting is essential to its authenticity and integrity, and that the structure or 

feature should therefore remain on its original site.  However, the Charter 

recognises that in certain circumstances a structure may be relocated, provided 

that the new location provides a setting compatible with the cultural heritage 

value of the structure.    

In this case, the location and setting of The Meeting House have already been  

extensively modified and the building has no clear curtilage.  If The Meeting 

House was to be preserved on its original site, it would require retaining in 

close proximity to the building which would severely compromise its 

immediate surroundings, while access to it would be difficult in view of its 

proximity to the roundabout.  Any existing context with the Alfriston 

settlement and associated heritage structures would also be severely 

compromised by it becoming physically separated from these places by the 

new road alignment.   

In these circumstances, it would be appropriate to relocate The Meeting House 

across Mill Road into the centre of Alfriston.  This would create a more direct 

relationship between it and other community buildings such as the Alfriston 

school and hall with which it is directly associated, and potentially improve its 

ability to be reused.  The feasibility of adaptive reuse also depends on a 

commitment to restore and maintain the building in the future.  In the 

immediate future the building would need to be made watertight to ensure 

future options for possible conservation.  

‘The Meeting House’ is a recorded archaeological site (R11/2074).  An 

archaeological authority would have to be obtained from Heritage NZ if the 

building were to be demolished rather than relocated, and would be required 

for any development works being carried out that might affect any surrounding 

subsurface archaeological features that might be present relating to the 

building.  An Authority would establish procedures to ensure that any 

archaeological remains affected by the project would be investigated or 

recorded to recover information relating to the history of the area. 
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Alfriston 

Store/Post 

Office and 

House 

(R11/2069) 

Historical Background 
The earliest newspaper reference to the Alfriston post office dates to 1897, 

when it was noted that Mr Ginks, who had been in charge of Willis Bros store 

and the Alfriston post office (located on the corner of Popes Road), had left for 

employment elsewhere and was replaced by Mr Reid (New Zealand Herald, 5 

July 1897:3).  

Wilson (1974) notes that the Bodle family ran a store, identifying it as later 

purchased by the Willis Brothers, this being the store located at the corner of 

Mill Road and Alfriston Road, but does not provide an establishment date. 

Land records and documentary evidence could not determine when this store 

began operating, but it is certainly not likely to be earlier than 1875 as Dalziel, 

the owner prior to Bodle was based in Ireland (see Table 5 for land history). It 

is not clear exactly when the postal services were transferred from Willis 

Brothers (Popes Road) store to this particular store, but this may not have 

occurred until the purchase by the Willis Brothers. It would appear, though, 

that by this time the Alfriston Store did have telephone services. At the April 

meeting of the Papakura Valley branch of the Farmers Union a daily mail 

service was advocated ‘and also that the telephone office at the Alfriston store 

be changed into a bureau, thus making communications between the farmers 

and tradespeople in town much more convenient’ (New Zealand Herald, 26 

April 1910:3). 

In 1911 slightly more than 6 acres was purchased by the Willis brothers, this 

land being at the corner of Mill and Alfriston Roads. The New Zealand Herald 

(3 October 1911:9) reported that the Willis Brothers had ‘purchased the 

Alfriston store and the ground adjoining it’.  In 1913 it was noted at a meeting 

of the Papakura Town Board that the Papakura Road Board be asked to change 

their name to Alfriston Road Board on account of mail being misdirected 

because of the closeness in names. Alfriston was suggested as that was the 

name of the post office (Pukekohe and Waiuku Times, 7 March 1913:1). In 

1915 ‘in view of the expansion in trade at the Alfriston store Mr Lowther is 

having his business premises extended appreciably’ (Pukekohe and Waiuku 

Times, 8 December 1915:3). Lowther did not purchase the property until 1917, 

but may have leased from Whitten. 

The store and post office continued to service the community over the years 

and offered not only general produce, post and telephone services but was also 

the contact point for the majority of local settlers without a telephone. The 

Alfriston store took messages, provided a point for tender inspections, and sold 

livestock and machinery. In 1929 the store was sold to Betty Gregory who, 

along with her husband Sydney, ran the business until 1941 when a mortgagee 

sale was forced (Figure 26).  
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Figure 26.  The Alfriston Post Office Store with headshots of Mr and Mrs Gregory, the store proprietors (New 

Zealand Herald, 23 May 1932) 

  

Table 5. Showing the transfer of ownership for Lot 16 (and Part Lot 16), which includes land, the Alfriston 

Store stands on (Archives New Zealand) 

Instrument Name Date Recorded Where Recorded 

Crown Grant to Dalziel 1 February 1845 3G/1436 

Conveyance to Bodle 25 February 1875 29D/373 

Conveyance ER to Bodle 17 June 1895 R48/663 

Conveyance to Bodle 27 June 1902 R84/483 

Conveyance to Willis & ors 5 October 1911 R200/64 

Conveyance to Whitten 10 February 1915 R244/526 

Conveyance to Lowther 28 June 1917 R272/319 

Conveyance to Foot 8 November 1919 R301/480 

Transfer to Emma Susan Foot 25 January 1922 NA342/265 

Transfer to Margaret Mabel 

Lowther 

28 July 1925 NA342/265 

Transfer to  Edith Hill 17 August 1925 NA342/265 

Transfer to Florence Adelaide 

Woods 

10 February 1927 NA342/265 

Transfer to Betty Gregory 20 July 1929 NA342/265 
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Alfriston 

Store/Post 

Office and 

House 

(R11/2069), 

continued 

The Site Record Form for R11/2069 notes that the property was both the site of 

the Alfriston Store and John de Carteret’s Homestead. While the locating on 

this property of the Alfriston Store is correct, John de Carteret had no 

connection to this property.  His original house was located on Part Lot 23 

further south on Mill Road, with his later homestead occupying Part Lot 15 

(see Low and Macready 2013). The Site Record Form has been updated to 

reflect this. 

The Alfriston Store and Post Office and the associated house site are no longer 

standing and there has been some confusion as to where the site was actually 

located.  Its location is described on the NZAA site record as opposite the 

present Alfriston Hall on Mill Road.  Recent archival research has confirmed 

that the NZAA site record description is correct and it was located on the 

western side of Mill Road immediately south of the intersection of Mill Road 

and Alfriston Road (Figure 27).  Today this is a residential property (1345 

Alfriston Road) with a single modern dwelling, large carport and yard (Figure 

28).  There are no visible standing remains of the Store/Post Office and 

previous house site and it is not known whether any archaeological remains 

associated with this site still survive. 

   

Potential 

Effects on 

Alfriston 

Store/Post 

Office 

The proposed Sections 4d and 5 of the NoR 3 preferred corridor intersect at a 

large roundabout east of the current Alfriston Road and Mill Road intersection.   

This new alignment cuts through the north-western side of the property at 1345 

Alfriston Road and could affect any surviving archaeologial remains associated 

with the Alfriston Store and Post Office site.   

The site of the Alfriston Store and Post Office is a recorded archaeological site 

(R11/2069).  Therefore, an archaeological authority must be obtained from 

Heritage NZ prior to any development works being carried out that may affect 

any surviving remains of  this site.  An Authority would establish procedures to 

ensure that any archaeological remains affected by the project would be 

investigated or recorded to recover information relating to the history of the 

area. 
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Figure 27. Estimated location of the Alfriston Store and Post Office (R11/2069) at 1345 Alfriston Road 

 

Figure 28. 1345 Alfriston Road and the former location of the Alfriston Store, Post Office and homestead 

Continued on next page 
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Alfriston 

School 

(R11/2066) 

Historical Background 
Lot 17 was granted to Hatton in 1854, and passed through several hands before 

being sold to Bodle in 1881  (Table 6). 

 

Schooling in Alfriston had been irregular, with the Education Board preferring 

to concentrate students elsewhere. In 1894, as noted above, Papakura Valley 

No. 2 School had reopened in the old schoolhouse at the Presbyterian Church. 

In April 1897 the Education Board deferred considering the erection of a new 

school (Auckland Star, 27 April 1897), but later agree to erect a new school so 

long as the School Committee ‘provide a central site for the building’ (New 

Zealand Herald, 21 July 1897:6). In September of that year Haultain (as 

mortgagor) and Bodle transferred a small section on the corner of Mill and 

Alfriston Roads to the Diocesan Board, who transferred it immediately to the 

Education Board. 

On 14 September 1897 the following advertisement appeared :- 

‘SCHOOL BUILDING AT PAPAKURA VALLEY. Tenders will be 

received By the Education Board, Auckland, until 12 noon on 

TUESDAY, 28th September, 1897. Plans, etc., may seen at 216, 

Victoria Arcade, Auckland; and on application to the Chairman of the 

Papakura Valley School Committee, MITCHELL & WATT, 

Architects.’ (New Zealand Herald 14 Sep 1897: 1) 

The Auckland Star (28 September 1897:2) reported that ‘The tender of G.H. 

James (£194) was accepted for building the Papakura Valley No 2 School.’ At 

the annual meeting of the Presbyterian Church it was noted that ‘satisfaction 

was expressed that the day school was now held in the fine, new school-room 

lately erected by the Board of Education’ (New Zealand Herald, 11 March 

1898:6). The school still stands on the corner of Mill and Alfriston Roads 

today. 

 

 

Table 6. Ownership history of Part Lot 17 Parish of Papakura (school site) 

Instrument Name Date of Instrument Where Recorded 

Crown Grant Hatton 30 December 1854 1G/2066 

Will Hatton to Hatton 18 May 1853 9D/426 

Mortgage to Hughes Trustees 1 October 1860 7M/408 

Transfer to Hobson Trustees 31 August 1876 16M/587 

Transfer to Matheson 25 March 1878 24M/582 

Conveyance to Colebourne 8 April 1878 24M/583 

Conveyance to Bodle 27 January 1881 F4/811 

Mortgage to Haultain & ors 19 June 1889 R31/337 

Conveyance ER to Bodle 17 June 1895 R48/663 

Transfer Haultain to Diocesan Pen. Board 23 September 1897 A3/486 

Conveyance to  Education Board 30 September 1897 4A/339 
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Part Lot 17 – 

North of 

Alfriston 

Road 

This particular area of land was utilised for farming, with no known structures 

located near the corner. The Bodle homestead ‘Bushy Lodge’ was reputedly 

sited on this Lot, although the original location is unknown (possibly that 

depicted on DP7735, Figure 29). Site R11/2070 relates to the Bodle homestead, 

with the original house believed to have been located in the vicinity of the 

residence standing on the site today. 

 

 

Table 7. Ownership history of Part Lot 17 – north of Alfriston Road (Archives New Zealand and LINZ) 

Instrument Name Date of Instrument Where Recorded 

Crown Grant Hatton 30 December 1854 1G/2066 

Will Hatton to Hatton 18 May 1853 9D/426 

Mortgage to Hughes Trustees 1 October 1860 7M/408 

Transfer to Hobson Trustees 31 August 1876 16M/587 

Transfer to Matheson 25 March 1878 24M/582 

Conveyance to Colebourne 8 April 1878 24M/583 

Conveyance to Bodle 27 January 1881 F4/811 

Mortgage to Haultain & ors 19 June 1889 R31/337 

Conveyance ER to Bodle to Bodle 17 June 1895 R48/663 

Conveyance To Bodle 27 June 1902 R85/6 

Conveyance ER to Gray 23 February 1905 R111/31 

Transfer to Herbert Cadness 11 October 1912 NA 196/292 

Transfer to James Coster 5 November 1912 NA 196/292 

Transfer to William Masefield 14 October 1913 NA 196/292 

Transfer to Edward Revell 27 March 1916 NA 196/292 

Transfer to William Forder 9 October 1917 NA 196/292 

Transfer to John Twigg 3 July 1919 NA 196/292 

Transfer to William Harris 21 February 1921 NA 196/292 
 

  

Information 

from Survey 

Plans/Aerials 

Only one early survey plan was identified regarding the four properties at the 

Alfriston Road/Mill Road intersection, that being DP7735 (Figure 28).  No 

aerial photographs were identified either through the Auckland Council 

collection nor the Whites Aviation collection. 
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Figure 29.  DP7735 dated 1911 showing a house and shed located on Part Lot 17, possibly that of Bodle’s 

‘Bushy Lodge’ (LINZ) 

   

  

Alfriston Road 
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Murphys 

Road/Flat 

Bush School 

Road 

Intersection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NoR 2 Section 3a north commences at the intersection of Flat Bush School 

Road and Murphys Road.  It will follow the existing road corridor of Murphys 

Road, but the road alignment will be widened within that corridor (Figure 3, 

Figure 30).    

There are three recorded historic heritage sites located in the vicinity of 

Murphys Road and the intersection of Flat Bush School Road – R11/2745 

Stancombe Road Cottage and R11/2976 (CHI 2776 and CHI 12439), being the 

former Flat Bush School and teacher’s house/Murphys Homestead (Figure 30).   

The Flat Bush School building and teacher’s house/Murphys Homestead (both 

recorded as R11/2976) are scheduled in Auckland Council’s PAUP (2013) as a 

Historic Heritage Place, Category B (ID 1354) with a defined Extent of Place 

(Figure 30).  Recent archival research has confirmed that the Flat Bush School 

building was moved onto the Murphys Road property in 1893, while Murphys 

Homestead was shifted onto the adjoining site in 1896.  Both buildings were 

relocated from Baverstock Road in East Tamaki. 

The Stancombe Road Cottage (R11/2745) was relocated to its present position 

on Murphys Road in 2011 and has been restored. Therefore, there is no 

surrounding historical context or archaeological constraints around this 

building.   However, it is scheduled in Auckland Council’s PAUP (2013) as a 

Historic Heritage Place, Category B (ID 1351) with a defined Extent of Place 

(Figure 31). 

  

Former Flat 

Bush School 

(R11/2976) 

Historical Background 

The former school (East Tamaki School, also referred to as Flat Bush School) 

appears to have been located on Lot 66 (Baverstock Road) to the east of 

Smales Church (Table 8).  In 1893 it was written ‘Seven years ago 40 children 

attended the Flat Bush School. In 1887 an addition to the school was found 

necessary, and again in 1888 a large wing was added, thus giving 

accommodation for 160 children’ (New Zealand Herald, 27 June 1893:6). 

While this location served the central school district well it was a distance for 

small children to travel from either ends of the district and the question of 

whether or not a second school should be opened was raised (New Zealand 

Herald, 25 January 1893:3).  
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Figure 30. 

Location of 

recorded historic 

heritage sites in 

the vicinity of 

Murphys Road 

and Flat Bush 

School Road 

(source: NZAA 

ArchSite) 

 

 

 

Figure 31. PAUP 

Map showing the 

location of the 

former Flat Bush 

School House 

and Murphys 

Homestead (ID 

1354), and the 

Stancombe Road 

Cottage (ID 

1351) and the 

assigned Extent 

of Place 
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Former Flat 

Bush School 

(R11/2976), 

continued 

‘A deputation attended with regard to the removal of the present school 

at East Tamaki, and substituting two schools at other points. Great 

objection was urged to this course, the chairman saying he considered it 

would be suicidal to so split the schools...The sub-committee was 

authorised to acquire two acres of Mr. Lushington’s property, provided 

the price was reasonable, and to erect thereon a public school and 

teacher’s residence; also to acquire a site at Mrs. Murphy’s, or failing 

that at Mr. Stimson’s property, and to erect thereon a school. Teacher’s 

residence to remain as at present’ (NZ Herald, 8 February 1893:3).  

At a ‘meeting of the Board of Education on the motion of Mr Muir, it was 

resolved, that the Board acquire two acres of Mrs Murphy’s land at East 

Tamaki for the new school, the price to be £30 per acre’ (Auckland Star, 28 

March 1893:8) and that it ‘was decided to erect, a school to accommodate 100 

children at Mrs. Murphy’s comer’ (New Zealand Herald, 12 April 1893:3), the 

purchase completed in May 1893. 

On 12 May 1893:1 a call for tenders was advertised in the New Zealand Herald 

(Figure 32). Four tenders were received with the Board accepting the tender of 

John Swanson at a cost of £292 (New Zealand Herald, 12 April 1893:3).   In 

June it was noted that ‘already a good start has been made, and with eight 

carpenters on the job the contractor expects to be finished in about six weeks’ 

time (New Zealand Herald, 27 June 1893:6), suggesting the school would have 

been ready to occupy in August 1893. This new school at Murphy’s corner was 

to be called East Tamaki No. 1 School.  However in 1894, with the splitting of 

the school district, it was renamed Flat Bush School. 

 

The old school room was still utilised for public meetings with Parliamentary 

candidate Massey giving a speech there on 2 November 1893 (New Zealand 

Herald, 2 November 1893:1). The Board of Education had by this time, 

however, offered the school building for sale by tender (Figure 33). In January 

1894 at a Board of Education meeting Mr Cowsill, a member of the Flat Bush 

School Committee engaged a heated discussion with the Board regarding the 

disposal of the former school: 

 

‘”I have been requested by a great number of the residents of the district 

to ascertain in what way you disposed of the school to which we 

subscribed £57.” The Chairman “By tender.” Mr. Cowsill “No, sir, not 

by tender. You sold that building for £15, when there had been over £60 

spent upon it for paint alone.” The Chairman “We called for tenders, 

and there was a tender put in for £15, and the building was sold.” Mr. 

Cowsill “You did not give us time to call for tenders for the removal of 

the building. I protest against money out of my pocket going out of the 

district in the manner that this building has been disposed of”’ (New 

Zealand Herald, 31 January 1894:6).  

Neither the purchaser nor the district the building was removed to have been 

identified. 
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Table 8. Ownership History of portion of Lot 27 comprising Teachers Residence and school (Archives New 

Zealand) 

Instrument Name Date Recorded Where Recorded 

Crown Grant Fairburn 19 July 1844 2G/15 

Conveyance to Adam (150 acres) 1 January 1858 6D/514 

Conveyance ER  (Executors) to Murphy 5 January 1867 20D/405 

Conveyance to Education Board (2 

acres) 

23 May 1893 R46/949 

Conveyance to Education Board (1 

acre added) 

26 June 1922 R398/78 

Conveyance to Murphy 4 March 1932 R578/95 

CT   NA759/251 
 

 

 

Figure 32. Call 

for tenders for 

the erection of a 

school building 

on Mrs Murphy's 

land in Flat Bush 

(New Zealand 

Herald, 12 May 

1893:1) 

 

 

 

Figure 33. 

Advertisement 

for the sale and 

removal of the 

old East 

Tamaki/Flat 

Bush school. 

(Auckland Star, 

14 October 

1893:8) 
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Flat Bush 

Teacher’s 

House/ 

Murphy’s 

Homestead 

(R11/2976) 

Historical Background 

As noted on the NZAA Site Record Form R11/2976, the teacher’s house was 

believed to have been built on site at approximately the same time as the school 

was ‘relocated’. Research indicates that the house was in fact shifted from its 

former location on the earlier East Tamaki School (Flat Bush School) in 1896.  

In March 1886 ‘Plans were submitted by Mr Allright for teacher’s dwellings at 

East Tamaki…’ (Auckland Star, 16 March 1886:3). The Board evidently 

approved the plans and tenders were received the following month and 

reviewed:  

‘Teacher’s residence at East Tamaki, Kretchmar and Small, £221 

(accepted); Little and Jones, £233 J. A. Petherick, £240 T. Mclnness, 

£255 A. E. Smith, £267 J. A. Jickell, £269; A. Burns, £272; Bridgman 

and Smith, £274 Smith and Nelson, £281 G. Wooller, £297’ (New 

Zealand Herald, 10 April 1886:5).  

There is no further mention of the teacher’s house until the decision to move 

the school was taken in 1893. At that time it was decided to leave the teacher’s 

house in its current location (at the former East Tamaki School). However, in 

1895 the Board decided to either sell the house alone or the house and land 

together (Auckland Star, 27 August 1895:5) and placed an advertisement in the 

New Zealand Herald (Figure 34). Although several tenders were received 

including one for £110, the Board declined all offers (Auckland Star, 24 

September 1895:5). 

The following month it was requested of the Board ‘that the teacher’s house be 

removed from the present site to near Flat Bush school.—It was agreed to call 

for tenders for the work at a cost not exceeding £50’ (Auckland Star, 23 

October 1895:2) and the following advertisement was placed (Figure 35). The 

Board ultimately accepted the tender of Mr Percy for £47 (Auckland Star, 21 

May 1896:6). 

At the early June meeting of the Board ‘It was decided to remove the teacher's 

house as originally intended, teacher to vacate on or before Wednesday next. 

Messrs. Luke and Woodward entered a protest against the removal on the 

grounds that the teacher was anxious that it should not be carried into effect 

until after the winter months’ (New Zealand Herald, 4 June 1896: 6). The 

Board, however, appears to have dismissed this concern and it was argued on 

behalf of the teacher Mr Campbell ‘that tenders be called for the removal of the 

stable and buggyhouse erected at the cost of the teacher of the Flat Bush 

School to the site to which the teacher's house is being removed’. However, the 

Board refused this motion and instead passed a motion that Campbell should be 

allowed to either sell the buildings or remove them to the new site at his own 

expense (New Zealand Herald, 2 July 1896: 3). It is not known whether 

Campbell sold the buildings or moved them to the site at Murphy’s corner. 
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Figure 34. 

Advertisement 

regarding the 

teacher's house 

and land (New 

Zealand Herald 

14 September 

1895:8) 

 

 

 

Figure 35. 

Advertisement 

calling for 

tenders for 

moving the 

teacher's house 

(Auckland Star 25 

April 1896:8 
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Flat Bush 

Teacher’s 

House/ 

Murphy’s 

Homestead 

(R11/2976), 

continued 

Inglewood Farm 

Conway Grey Murphy purchased Lots 27 and 28, the land now located on 

either side of Murphys Road and south of Flat Bush School Road, in 1866 and 

1867 and named the property Inglewood Farm (Table 9, Table 10). Murphy 

appears to have resided on the property until c.1877, when he was installed as 

manager at Oporiau, the Whakatane cattle Company’s station in Whakatane 

(New Zealand Herald, 28 February 1888:6) and did not return until 1883 when 

ill health forced him to retire (New Zealand Herald, 11 May 1883:4). Although 

not recorded in land records, it appears the property was leased during this 

period to Mr Bluett, whose lease expired in 1883 with a large sale of goods 

advertised (Figure 36). Murphy died in 1888 with Inglewood Farm passing to 

his wife Edith. It is evident that both the prior occupants and the Murphy 

family resided in a house on the 310 acres, but the exact position of their 

original homestead remains unknown. 

It is possible Edith hired a farm manager to assist in the running of Inglewood 

Farm. By 1920 her and her son Chas R. Murphy determined to subdivide the 

property and retired from dairying, selling 80 head of pedigree milking 

shorthorn cattle and 40 shorthorn cows and heifers (New Zealand Herald, 29 

May 1920:4). Chas had continued dairying with 60 head of cows; however, he 

put the stock up for sale with the intention of going into pedigree Ayrshire’s 

(New Zealand Herald, 19 May 1928:7). In June of 1938 Chas advertised the 

sale of Lot 28 containing 160 acres, with a homestead and outbuildings, 

including 7 acres of bush at a cost of £40 per acre (New Zealand Herald, 14 

June 1938:2). 

  

Table 9. Ownership History of other Part Lot 27 (Archives New Zealand) 

Instrument Name Date Recorded Where Recorded 

Crown Grant Fairburn 19 July 1844 2G/15 

Conveyance to Adam (150 acres) 1 January 1858 6D/514 

Conveyance ER  (Executors) to Murphy 5 January 1867 20D/405 

Assignment to Murphy & ors 14 August 1905 R115/230 

Conveyance to  Murphy & ors 1 March 1912 R205/57 

Conveyance ER to Murphy & ors 12 October 1915 R255/140 

CT   NA759/251 
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Table 10. Land ownership history of Lot 28 Parish of Manurewa 

Instrument Name Date Recorded Where Recorded 

Crown Grant Fairburn 26 November 1849 1D/288 

Conveyance to Fairburn (160 acres) 25 May 1857 6D/355 

Conveyance to Fairburn 18 December 1857 6D/489 

Conveyance (Trustee) 

to 

Hall 28 March 1860 9D/582 

Conveyance to Murphy 9 October 1866 21D/32 

Assignment to Murphy & ors 14 August 1905 R115/230 

Conveyance to  Murphy & ors 1 March 1912 R205/57 

Conveyance ER to Murphy & ors 12 October 1915 R255/140 

Conveyance to  Green 21 September 1938 R599/281 

CT   NA759/252 
 

  

Figure 36. The 

advertisement 

for sale of all 

stock, good and 

items at 

Inglewood Farm 

(New Zealand 

Herald, 21 April 

1883:8) 
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Information 

from Survey 

Plans/Aerials 

One survey plan DP 697 dated 1885 was undertaken for Murphy’s neighbour 

to the south on Lot 34. While the plan shows the boundaries of Lot 28 it does 

not indicate the location of any structures on the land (Figure 37).  Figure 38 

dated 1907 shows the locations of the Flat Bush School and the East Tamaki 

School. The former location of the East Tamaki School (until 1893) was on Lot 

66 to the north of Flat Bush School. 

No early aerial photographs of the area were located and no early photographs 

of the school were identified. 

  

 

Figure 37.  DP 697 dated 1885 showing Lot 28 Parish of Manurewa and Lot 34 to the south (LINZ) 
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Figure 38. Enlargement of NZMN 4789 (1907) showing the location of the Flat Bush School, the East Tamaki 

School and the former location of the East Tamaki School on Lot 66 (Sir George Grey Special Collections, 

Auckland Libraries) 
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Potential 

Effects at 

Murphys 

Road/Flat 

Bush School 

Road 

Intersection 

The widening of Murphys Road within the NoR 2 preferred corridor will 

impact along the road verge of 160 Murphys Road, where the Flat Bush Road 

School and Stancombe Cottage are located.  However, there should be no 

impact directly on these historic heritage places.  While there is the possibility 

that subsurface archaeological remains associated with the early European 

occupation and use of the school site and surrounding area could be uncovered 

during construction within the preferred corridor, it is considered unlikely that 

any significant archaeological remains will be adversely affected.   

Both the Flat Bush Road School and the Stancombe Cottage are recorded 

archaeological sites (R11/2976, R11/2745).  The Stancombe Road Cottage 

(R11/2745) was relocated to its present position on Murphys Road in 2011 

and has been restored. Therefore, there is no surrounding historical context or 

archaeological constraints around this building.    

Murphys Homestead is located west and behind the Flat Bush Road School 

and is well clear of proposed works. 

 

Redoubt 

Road/Murphys 

Road 

Intersection 

The preferred corridor NoR 2 deviates off the existing Murphys Road 

alignment to cross private property and join up with Redoubt Road east of the 

current intersection (Section 3d) (Figure 3, Figure 42).  This alternative 

alignment will remove the current dog-leg corner at the Murphys Road and 

Boundary Road intersection near Redoubt Road.   

No historic heritage sites are recorded in the vicinity of this area of the 

preferred corridor.  Recent archival research into early land records and land 

ownership (Lot 152, Parish of Manurewa; Lot 27a Parish of Manurewa; Part 

Clendon’s Grant) indicate the lands were most likely utlilised for grazing or 

possibly cultivars during the 19th century.   

A number of plans were reviewed with few showing relevant information 

other than boundaries. DP 6594 dated 1910 shows the land to the west side of 

Redoubt Road (Figure 39) owned by A. Trimble with a notation that the land 

is unoccupied.  DP 19130 dated 1925 shows Lot 152 (Figure 40); no structures 

are visible, but a notation is included referring to ‘mixed bush’.  

DP 45457 dated 1957 shows a house and shed located on what was at the time 

Lot 2 of the eastern side of Redoubt Road with the notation ‘very old’ (Figure 

41). This location equates today to the address of 246 and 250 Redoubt Road.  

Aerial photographs show what could be an old house still on the property at 

250 Redoubt Road, but the adjoining property at 246 Redoubt Road, where the 

‘Shed’ was located appears to have been redeveloped (Figure 42).  The 

presence of an early house site at 250 Redoubt Road has not yet been 

confirmed by a site inspection.   
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Potential 

Effects at 

Redoubt 

Road/Murphys 

Road 

Intersection 

The overlay of the NoR 2 Section 3d preferred corridor onto aerial 

photographs shows it deviates off the existing Murphys Road alignment across 

private property along the northern boundary of 246 Redoubt Road and avoids 

the potential early house site located on the property at 250 Redoubt Road.  

However, land plans suggest that there is the potential for archaeological 

remains associated with early European occupation and farming in this area 

that may be affected by the proposed activity. 

 

 

Figure 39. DP 6594 dated 1910 showing part of Clendon's Grant to the west of Redoubt Road (LINZ) 
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Figure 40.  DP 19130 date 1925 showing Lot 152 and the stands of mixed bush (LINZ) 
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Figure 41. DP 45451 dated 1957 showing an old house and shed located on the east side of Redoubt Road 

(within circle) (LINZ) 
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Figure 42. NoR 2 Section 3d and the proposed realignment of the Murphys Road and Redoubt Road 

intersection, in relation to 250 Redoubt Road and the potential early house site (source GoogleMaps 2015) 
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Summary of 

Results 

The summary of results provided in the ‘Discussion - Recorded and Potential 

Heritage Sites’ section of the archaeological assessment (Tatton and Clough 

Sep 2014) is supported by the additional information provided in this 

addendum report.  The following information below is provided as further 

clarification of those results:  

Three areas of historic and archaeological sensitivity have been identified 

along the Redoubt Road–Mill Road preferred corridor route.  Firstly, at the 

western end of NoR 1 Section 1a in the vicinity of St Johns Redoubt 

(R11/534). The St Johns Redoubt is a significant heritage/archaeological site.  

It is scheduled in the Auckland Council Operative District Plan: Manukau 

Section (2002) (Schedule 6G, ID 4, Map 28) on the basis of its regional and 

local historic and scientific values.  It is also scheduled in Auckland Council’s 

Proposed Auckland Unitary Plan (2013) as a Historic Heritage Place, Category 

B (ID 1271) for its historical, knowledge and aesthetic values.   

While this redoubt site is contained within a historic reserve at 23-25 Redoubt 

Road and the surrounding area has been significantly modified by roading and 

residential development, this is a significant heritage site associated with the 

New Zealand Land Wars of the early 1860s. While there is the possibility that 

subsurface archaeological remains associated with the occupation of the 

redoubt could be uncovered during the construction of the Redoubt Road –Mill 

Road realignment, this part of the reserve has been previously modified it is 

considered unlikely that any significant subsurface archaeological features of 

the Redoubt will be adversely affected.   

Consideration will need to be given to access onto the St Johns Redoubt 

Historic Reserve at the detailed design stage, in view of the proposed cutting 

and retaining of the Redoubt Road frontage in this area, but is achievable.  

There is also the potential to add land to the St Johns Redoubt Historic Reserve 

should adjoining properties be acquired as part of the development of the road 

corridor.     

The second area of heritage sensitivity is located on NoR 3 Sections 4d and 5 at 

the intersection of Mill Road and Alfriston Road.  This area of Mill Road was 

the centre of the Alfriston community in the mid-late 19th century and early 

20th century and several historic buildings and sites of former buildings are 

recorded here.  Two of these sites – R11/2074 The Meeting House and 

R11/2069 Alfriston Store/Post Office site – are located within and immediately 

adjacent to the Section 4d and Section 5 of NoR 3.    

 

Continued on next page 
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS, CONTINUED 

 

Summary of 

Results, 

continued 

R11/2074, The Alfriston Meeting House, is likely to be affected by 

construction within the preferred corridor.   It is not scheduled on the Auckland 

Council District Plan (Operative Papakura Section 1999) or PAUP as a heritage 

item.   It is considered to be of considerable historical significance within the 

Alfriston local area, but overall its historic heritage significance is considered 

to be moderate.  

Although retaining a historic structure in its original location is usually the best 

outcome from a heritage perspective, if ‘The Meeting House’ were to be 

retained on its original site its immediate surroundings would have to be highly 

modified by retaining, and access would be difficult as it is located close to the 

roundabout. In addition, any existing context with the Alfriston settlement and 

associated heritage structures would be severely compromised by it becoming 

physically separated from these places by the new road alignment.   

In these circumstances, and also because its existing context is already 

significantly modified,  it would be appropriate to relocate ‘The Meeting 

House’ across Mill Road into the centre of Alfriston. This would create a more 

direct relationship between it and other community buildings such as the 

Alfriston school and hall with which it is directly associated, and potentially 

improve its ability to be reused.  The feasibility of adaptive reuse also requires 

a commitment to restore and maintain the building in the future.  In the 

immediate future the building would need to be made watertight to ensure 

future options for possible conservation.  

There are no visible standing remains of the Alfriston Store/Post Office and 

previous house site (R11/2069) and it is not known whether any archaeological 

remains associated with this site still survive.  The preferred corridor route cuts 

through the north-western side of the property at 1345 Alfriston Road and 

could affect any surviving archaeological remains associated with the Alfriston 

Store and Post Office site.   

The third area of heritage sensitivity is at the intersection of Murphys Road and 

Flat Bush School Road where the Flat Bush Road School and Murphys 

Homestead (R11/2976) and the Stancombe Cottage (R11/2745) are located.    

The widening of Murphys Road within the preferred corridor will impact along 

the road verge of 160 Murphys Road, where the Flat Bush Road School and 

Stancombe Cottage are located.  However, there should be no impact directly 

on these historic heritage places.  While there is the possibility that subsurface 

archaeological remains associated with the early European occupation and use 

of the school site and surrounding area could be uncovered during the 

construction of the Redoubt Road–Mill Road realignment, it is considered 

unlikely that any significant subsurface archaeological features will be 

adversely affected.     

 

Continued on next page 
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS, CONTINUED 

 

Summary of 

Results, 

continued 

NoR 2 Section 3d of the preferred corridor deviates off the existing Murphys 

Road alignment and crosses private properties to join up with Redoubt Road 

east of the current intersection. A survey plan has identified a potential early 

house site on the property at 250 Redoubt Road.  The new alignment crosses 

private property along the northern boundary of 246 Redoubt Road and 

therefore should avoid the location of this structure.  However, land plans 

suggest that there is the potential for archaeological remains associated with 

early European occupation and farming in this area that may be affected by the 

proposed activity. 

  

Maori 

Cultural 

Values 

No scheduled Sites of Significance to Mana Whenua or identified Sites of 

Value to Mana Whenua within the PAUP (Appendices 4.1 and 4.2) are 

identified within or in close proximity to the proposed Redoubt Road–Mill 

Road preferred corridor route.  This is not a cultural impact assessment, 

however, for which refer to Hovell et al. 2014. 

 

Limitations This addendum report to the archaeological assessment (Sep 2014) of the NoR 

areas within the proposed corridor route has been largely a desktop exercise 

with archival research to identify any known heritage constraints.  It has not 

included detailed site inspection of the proposed corridor.  Some areas of 

public lands and Watercare owned land to the east of Mill Road were inspected 

to the extent of a brief walkover as part of the assessment of previously 

proposed corridor options for the Redoubt Road and Mill Road realignment.  

No new archaeological or other heritage sites were identified in this area, but 

detailed site survey is also required for this area in the future.  

  

Potential 

Effects 

Based on the desktop archaeological assessment (Tatton and Clough Sep 2014) 

and the additional research provided in this addendum report, it is considered 

that the likelihood of previously undetected Maori archaeological sites being 

discovered along the proposed corridor is low.   

There is the possibility that subsurface archaeological remains associated with 

the occupation of St Johns Redoubt could be uncovered during the construction 

of the Redoubt Road–Mill Road realignment in the vicinity of NoR 1 Section 

1a.  However, it is considered unlikely that any significant subsurface 

archaeological features of the redoubt will be adversely affected.  Access issues 

will need to be addressed at the detailed design stage.  

 

Continued on next page 
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS, CONTINUED 

 

Potential 

Effects, 

continued 

Two historic heritage sites – R11/2074 The Meeting House and R11/2069 

Alfriston Post Office/Store site – are located within and immediately adjacent 

to the Section 4d and Section 5 of NoR 3. 

The proposed Sections 4d and 5 of the NoR 3 preferred corridor intersect at a 

large roundabout east of the current Alfriston Road and Mill Road intersection.   

The site of the ‘The Meeting House’ appears to be located on the north-eastern 

edge of the proposed round-about and is likely to be affected.   

Even if it were possible to avoid direct physical impact on the structure, it is 

recognised that its immediate surroundings would be highly modified, access to 

it restricted and any existing context with the Alfriston settlement and 

associated heritage structures would be severely compromised by it becoming 

physically separated from these places by the new road alignment. Relocation 

of the building to the centre of Alfriston would therefore be an acceptable 

measure.  It would have the benefit of creating a more direct relationship 

between ‘The Meeting House’ and other community buildings such as the 

Alfriston school and hall, and potentially improve its ability to be reused.   

There are no visible standing remains of the Alfriston Store/Post Office and 

previous house site (R11/2069) and it is not known whether any archaeological 

remains associated with this site still survive.  The preferred corridor route cuts 

through the north-western side of the property at 1345 Alfriston Road and 

could affect any surviving archaeological remains associated with the Alfriston 

Store and Post Office site.   

The widening of Murphys Road within the NoR 2 preferred corridor will 

impact along the road verge of 160 Murphys Road, where the Flat Bush Road 

School R11/2976 and Stancombe Cottage R11/2745 are located.  However, 

there should be no impact directly on these historic heritage places.   

There is the possibility that subsurface archaeological remains associated with 

the early European occupation and use of the study area could be uncovered 

during construction within preferred corridor, but it is considered unlikely that 

any significant archaeological remains will be adversely affected.   

There is also the potential for unrecorded archaeological remains related to 

early European farming and occupation in the form of previous building sites 

and early fence lines including ditches and banks, to be present and if so to be 

affected by the NoR 2 and NoR 3, areas but any such remains would be of 

limited archaeological value.   

Once NoRs are confirmed detailed site survey of private property within the 

preferred corridor route should be undertaken to verify the location of 

archaeological and other heritage sites identified in this report, to assess their 

significance and to identify any previously unrecorded sites. 

Overall, the potential effects of construction within the proposed corridor on 

archaeological or other historic heritage values are not considered to be more 

than minor. 

 

Continued on next page 
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS, CONTINUED 

 

Resource 

Management 

1991 

Requirements 

The statutory requirements protecting historical and cultural heritage under the 

Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) have been discussed in the 

archaeological assessment report (Sep 2014). 

Based on the findings of the archaeological assessment and this additional 

addendum report, it is considered unlikely that any of the NoR areas within the 

proposed corridor route would have more than minor adverse effects on 

archaeological or other historic heritage values.  Neither of the two known sites 

with the potential to be physically affected (the Meeting House and site of the 

Alfriston Store/Post Office) are scheduled on the District Plan or PAUP, and 

any effects could be appropriately mitigated by investigation and recording 

either under consent conditions or under the provisions of the Heritage New 

Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 (HNZPTA, see below).  In the case of the 

recorded historic building R11/2074 Alfriston Meeting House, adverse effects 

could be mitigated through relocation and restoration of the building.   This is 

considered an appropriate action given that its heritage values are sufficient to 

warrant this and it would potentially improve the building’s ability to be 

reused.  

 

Heritage New 

Zealand 

Pouhere 

Taonga Act 

2014 

Requirements 

The statutory requirements protecting historical and cultural heritage under the 

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 (HNZA) have been discussed 

in the archaeological assessment report (Sep 2014). 

Field survey will be required to establish the full effects on archaeological 

values, and hence requirements under the HNZPTA.  However, two recorded 

archaeological sites located at the intersection of Mill Road and Alfriston Road 

– R11/2069 Alfriston Store/Post Office and R11/2074 The Meeting House – 

will or may be affected by the construction of Section 4d and Section 5 of NoR 

3.   

There is the possibility that subsurface archaeological remains associated with 

the occupation of St Johns Redoubt could be uncovered during the construction 

of the Redoubt Road-Mill Road realignment in the vicinity of NoR 1 Section 

1a.  However, it is considered unlikely that any significant subsurface 

archaeological features of the Redoubt will be adversely affected as this area 

has been previously modified.  There is also the potential for other buried 

archaeological remains associated with early European occupation and activity 

along the preferred corridor.   

Therefore, an archaeological authority must be obtained from Heritage NZ 

prior to any development works being carried out on any of the NoR areas 

within the proposed corridor.  An Authority would establish procedures to 

ensure that for any archaeological remains affected by the project would be 

investigated or recorded to recover information relating to the history of the 

area. 

 

Continued on next page 
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS, CONTINUED 

  

Conclusions The proposed corridor has the potential to affect two recorded archaeological 

sites (one of which is a historic building) and possible additional unrecorded 

remains associated with early European settlement in the area.  However, the 

extent of any archaeological remains associated with the sites is unclear.  The 

significance of the heritage building (‘The Meeting House’) is considered to be 

moderate overall, but with considerable historical significance at a local level.  

Since it cannot feasibly be avoided without severely compromising its 

immediate surrounds and restricting access to it, relocating it near other 

heritage buildings in Alfriston could be an appropriate action and potentially 

improve its ability to be reused.  The feasibility of adaptive reuse also requires 

a commitment to restore and maintain the building in the future.  In the 

immediate future the building would need to be made watertight to ensure 

future options for possible conservation. 

Overall, the potential heritage effects of the NoR areas are unlikely to be more 

than minor, based on current knowledge.   

A mitigation condition to apply to the Mill Road Corridor Designation will be a 

submitted Outline Plan to Auckland Council for the construction of the Mill 

Road corridor, which will include the Construction Environmental 

Management Plan (CEMP) and Delivery Work Plans (DWPs), one of which 

will be a Historic Heritage DWP.   
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

  

Suggested 

Management 

and 

Mitigation 

The recommendations of the archaeological assessment report (Sep 2014) stand 

as relevant, with the inclusion of the following additional recommendations: 

1. That in the immediate future R11/2074 The Meeting House should be 

stabilised and made watertight to ensure future options for possible 

conservation. 

2. That the feasibility of relocating and restoring R11/2074 The Meeting 

House is investigated.   Relocating it across Mill Road into the centre of 

Alfriston, thereby  creating a more direct relationship between it and 

other community buildings, such as the Alfriston school and hall, with 

which it is directly associated, would provide a setting compatible with 

the historic heritage values of the structure. 
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2 April 2015 

Roger McDonald 

AECOM 

PO Box 4241 

Shortland St 

Auckland 1140 

Dear Roger, 

Re: Redoubt Rd – Mill Road Corridor Project for Auckland Transport 

I have read Caroline Phillips’ further comments in her email of 30 March, however I do 

not consider there is the need for    undertaking further work.  The Addendum 

requested has been provided and addresses all the additional information requested.  

If this is not clear to the reviewer, it may be because Ms Phillips’s has not seen the 

spreadsheet in which the response to each request for further information was 

detailed which we understood was provided to the council separately but is now 

attached to this response. 

The additional information (mainly further historical research) did not change the 

findings of our original assessment as regards the potential or actual effects of the 

proposal.  In my opinion there is more than sufficient information regarding the effects 

of the proposal on which to base a decision and further detail or tinkering with the 

reports would provide nothing new.     

My response to the points raised in Caroline Phillip’s email dated 30 March are 

provided below: 

The body of the first report was 33 pages long, the ‘addendum’ is 61 pages. It would 

have been better to incorporate the additional material into the first and make a 

longer report. It will be very difficult for AC Heritage to track back and forth between 

two documents.   

The request was for an addendum, not to rewrite the original report, and this was 

therefore supplied.  I note that providing an addendum to the original report is 

common for s92 or equivalent requests.  The length of the addendum relates mainly to 

the amount of additional historical information provided, which was not considered 

necessary for the purpose of an NoR assessment.   

Some repetition occurs between the two reports, there are also some redundancies – 

extra photos and discussions of places that are possibly recent (i.e. post 1950).   
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There is bound to be some repetition as the same sites were discussed.  This also 

reflects the fact that some of the additional material requested in an addendum had 

already been provided in the first report, but was included again to provide a full 

response to the information requests.  We are not clear what the question is with 

respect to extra photos and discussions of places that are possibly recent, and no 

specifics are provided.  We note that is it usual to examine land use up to the present 

day in order to assess the potential for earlier features to have survived recent 

modifications, and a small number of  modern photographs or aerial views have been 

provided accordingly where relevant. 

Some contradictions occur between the two reports.   

We are not aware of any, and no specifics are provided. 

Of the requested changes from the first report, only about half have been undertaken. 

We have responded to all the additional information requests, as set out in the 

spreadsheet.  . 

Not all scheduled sites have been discussed in the second report. 

All scheduled sites in the near vicinity of the corridor are identified and discussed.   We 

are not clear on the particular site or sites does the reviewer has in mind?  

Early aerial photographs have not been searched - one of the key sources of 

information for early buildings (AC Heritage are particularly concerned with pre 1944 

buildings and the earliest photos are generally around the 1940s).  

Available aerials and other historic photographs have been searched but no relevant 

information was found.  If the reviewer is aware of a particular aerial photograph 

providing relevant information it would be helpful to have this referenced.  We note 

that aerial coverage in the 1940s is poor (there is no Auckland Council GIS coverage for 

this area, for example).    

Auckland Council Heritage’s concerns with pre-1944 buildings are addressed through 

the pre-1944 Demolition Control Layer on the PAUP.  No buildings have been identified 

within this layer on the PAUP within the Redoubt Road – Mill Road Corridor.   

No options regarding avoidance of effects have been discussed.  

This is incorrect.  Early options evaluation led to the choice of the best option.  Options 

for avoidance can only be put forward in the case of known effects and do not apply to 

unproven subsurface archaeological potential.  The only known effects are on the 

Meeting House.  Avoidance of the Meeting House was considered on pp.33 and 59 of 

the addendum, but it was concluded that the adverse effects from the retaining walls 

that would be required and access restrictions made this unfeasible.  It was therefore 
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concluded that it would be better to mitigate adverse effects through stabilisation and 

relocation of the building.    

The extent of works – shown by the designation - has not been included in any of the 

diagrams. 

In both the original report and the addendum the designation corridor is shown with 

historic heritage site locations overlaid, both an overall view and detailed views of 

specific areas.  Vol. 1-3 of the consent application contains all the detailed corridor 

extent plans.  However at this stage there are no detailed works/earthworks plans.  It 

is difficult to see what more could be provided. 

The emphasis has been on the Heritage NZ legislation, but not the PAUP provisions. 

We are unsure of the intent of this statement.  The proposal does not affect any 

scheduled items on the PAUP, and both RMA and Heritage NZ legislation were 

discussed in both reports, with clear emphasis on requirements under the RMA.  Sites 

scheduled on the PAUP in the near vicinity are identified in both reports.  The original 

report discusses the RMA on p.33, and the majority of the recommendations and 

mitigation conditions in the original report (pp. 37-39) relate to RMA processes.  Only 

one recommendation in the original report relates specifically to the HNZPTA 

(recommendation 4).   

The Addendum cross-refers to the RMA section in the original report (p.60) and the 

recommendations (p. 62), but it was not necessary to repeat them (we note that 

Caroline complains elsewhere about repetition).  Instead the original 

recommendations were referred to as still being relevant, but with the addition of two 

specific mitigation recommendations relating to the stabilisation and relocation of the 

Meeting House.  These two additional recommendations do not relate to HNZPTA 

processes.   

We note that recording and recovery of information is appropriate mitigation under 

the RMA – s108(4).  However, in the case of archaeology a separate consent is 

required under the HNZPTA, and the usual way to address the overlapping historic 

heritage requirements under the two Acts is through a Delivery Work Plan, which is 

what we have recommended.   Although two recorded archaeological sites are 

potentially affected, the extent of any surviving subsurface remains within those sites 

is not known.  There are therefore no known effects on archaeology at this stage, and 

we consider that the recovery of archaeological information that would contribute to 

the history of the area is the most appropriate form of mitigation for any adverse 

effects on archaeology exposed during earthworks.  
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Minimising of total effects on the heritage. 

Various corridor options have previously been assessed in relation to the effects on the 

environment, including historic heritage.  We have assessed the potential adverse 

effects of the project on historic heritage as being no more than minor and have made 

appropriate recommendations including relocation of the Meeting House.  Other 

matters would be addressed through the Historic Heritage Delivery Work Plan. 

In conclusion, I consider that we have responded in full to the information requested 

and that no further work is required. The additional information provided made no 

difference to our conclusions and it is clear that these additional requests are also 

unlikely to change our conclusions.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Rod Clough PhD (Lond)  

Director 




