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67 GSR & 2-8 Coles (res Papakura

Area:

Address:

Common

Name: English Oak

Condition Evaluation

Bot anical

Name: Quercus robur

Sheet No: S2

Points 3 9 15 21 27 Score

Form Poor Moderat e Good Very Good Specimen lS
Occurrence Predominant Common Infrequent Ra re Very Rare 9

Vigour / Vital ity Poor Some Good Very Good Excellent l S
Funct ion Minor Useful Important Significant Major 9

Age (yrs) lOyrs + 20yrs + 40yrs + 80yrs+ 100yrs + 21

Amenity Evaluati on

SUB TOTAL 69

Point s 3 9 15 21 27 Score

Stature (9) 3 to 8 9 to 14 15 to 20 21 to 26 27+ 9
Visibil ity (km) 0.5 1 2 4 8 9
Proximi ty Forest Parkland Group 10+ Group 3+ Solitary 21

Role Min or Moderate Imp ortant Significant Major 15

Climate Min or Moderate Import ant Significant Major 9

Notable Evaluation

SUB TOTAL 63

Points 3 9 15 21 27 Score

Stature Featu re

Form

Histo ric Age 100+

Association 9
Commemorati on

Remnant

Relict

Scient ific Source

Rarity

Endangered

I SUB TOTAL 9

Notes:

GRAND TOTAL

Is like ly to have been planted as part of the church grounds.

141



Location : 2 Coles Crescent, Papakura

Legal Descrip t ion: "Lots 1 2 DP 22825 on CTNA527/46"

Tree Species: Oak

Currently scheduled: No

District Plan: Papakura District Plan

Heritage Values:

The Oak t ree located at the back of the section at 2 Coles Avenue has been assessed by arboris ts as

being over 100 years old and has st rong historical links w ith the First Presbyte rian Church of

Papakura whi ch occupied this site fr om 1859 and retains the property at present. The site of the

church lies at the heart of t he historic Papakura township. The land was initia lly purchased by

George Loverson Cole, who was th e first European settler in Papakura arriving in 1846 or 1847 and

who is considered to be the "Father of Papakura:' .

Cole was born in Wales in 1813 and arr ived in Auckland in 1842 aboard the Ann of Arbroath. It is

likely he first visited and explored the Pahurehure swamp lands while working as a flax mill er. He

purchased 220 acres of land spanning from the Pahurehure foreshore to the Papakura flat (which

now lies near the present cent re of Papakura city) and proceeded t o import catt le and foster

cult ivat ions of potatoes and oth er crops.' He named his properties "Papakura Farms" . He built th e

first working mil l in the area whi ch was patronised by both Maori and Pakeha . Coles Crescent was

one of the earliest thoroughfares in Papakura and was named afte r George Cole. The area

surrounding Coles Crescent was the site of the first European settlement in Papakura and became

the site of Papakura village.

Papakura Village was subdivided into town lots in 1853. This included some part s of Coles land,

though a segment of land between Great South Road and Coles Crescent was reserved for a parish;

th e f ive sections surrounding th is land commanded the highest prices at auct ion." Though Cole was a

Methodist he was keen to encourage any religious order to establish it self in the burgeoning

t ownship and the Presbyt erians were the first to arr ive in the area. The first church on this site was

built in 1859 and was "one of the oldest buildings in Papakura" . m An undat ed photograph of th e

1859 church build ing shows a stand of trees behind the building wh ich may include the oak."

The Church was notable histor ically, locally and nationally as it was used as a place of refuge by

Papakura settlers when war broke out in 1863. The church "walls were lined up to 6 or 7 feet and

fi lled with sand, to stop bullet s" and settlers started to build a stockade around the property, but it

was not completed as outright confli ct never reached the area. ' In this period Reverend Thomas

Norrie presided over the Church and became a well-known figure. Norrie acted as chaplain t o th e

government forces during the land wars and held weekly services at Drury, Papakura and Clevedon."

After the hosti liti es th e church was also used as the town school unt il 1876, when a dedicated

build ing was created."

The original 1859 church building was relocated in 1925 and a new church build ing was opened on

Sunday 10 June 1926 on a site furth er up Coles Crescent"

This Oak tre e has strong associati ons with the First Presbyterian Church of Papakura and the early

history of th e Papakura township and distri ct, as we ll as with a notab le early sett ler.
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