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This pie chart shows where poplation growth in

2021 is likely to be accommodated. Over half of the

isthmus (57%) will continue to grow and develop at

the same rate as now (including infill sites currently

allowed for in the District Plan).

The CBD is a key part of Auckland City’s growth and

will become a focus of economic and residential

development, absorbing around 9% of projected

growth in the next 20 years. The CBD strategy

outlines Council’s plans to revitalise the central area

as a place to live, work and visit.

Areas of change will absorb about 29% of future

growth.  The regeneration of former business zones

as mixed use areas and the redevelopment of Mt

Wellington & Harrison Rd quarries will absorb

another 5% of future population growth.

Auckland city is a magnet for the region and

the nation, and the city’s population is

growing rapidly.  On current projections, the

city could gain 141,800 people over the next

20 years.  That equates to about 20 new

people each day.  Two thirds of the city’s

growth is natural increase.

Auckland city’s population has been growing

at a steady rate over the last two decades, and

Statistics New Zealand projections show that

growth is not likely to slow.

This graph shows Statistics NZ estimates of

high, medium and low population growth to

2021. The medium projections of an extra

141,000 people are roughly equivalent to

adding a city the size of Dunedin or Hamilton.

Where will growth go?
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The household and

population numbers have

been derived from Statistics

New Zealand data and revised

by the Auckland Regional

Council and Auckland City

Council to tailor them more

accurately with the identified

suburban town centres (areas

of change) within the

Auckland Isthmus.

The calculations have taken

into account the amount of

developable residential land

in each area of change

(excluding Residential 1-4

zones). It assumes an average

household size of 2.8

occupants within areas of

change and 2.2 occupants in

the CBD.

These estimates help the city

plan for enough future

capacity in infrastructure

such as drainage, roads, open

space and community

facilities.

There is further capacity for

population growth in the

central area (CBD), new

mixed use zones near town

centres and land where

existing zoning allows for

infill housing.
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When will
growth
happen?

Auckland City has already begun

to work with some communities

on planning for change and

growth in their areas. In  Avondale

and Panmure, this has been

underway for two or more years.

In Newmarket residents and

businesses are currently working

with the council to prepare a plan

for the area’s future.

Because planning for growth takes

time and resources, Auckland City

has prioritised when it will start

working with the communities in

each of Auckland’s areas of

change.

Areas where planning for growth

has already started are called

Priority 1 areas.  Planning in other

areas, listed as priority two, three

and four centres will start as

resources become available or

when critical infrastructure, such

as drainage, is in place.

The areas of change in Auckland

and when the council is likely to

start planning for growth in them

are set out in the table to the

right.


