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mission 966 by Heletranz Ltd which asks
Auckland Cityto permit more helicopter
flights each week, more places to land,
and to limit what factors council can
consider to deny permits. They,argue
that helicopter air travel is a conven-
tional form of access to Waiheke and
that noise issues “can be managed”.

I had a long conversation with the
council noise expert about Section
13.8.5 which sets out the assessment
criteria to permit a helipad. We should
be worried. The new rules do not set
a maximum noise limit, but measure
the total noise over a seven-day period
and average it — as long as it is under
50 dBa, the new rules say you are not
annoyed. “It’s like a bus going by.” Do
you disagree?

In their website, Heletranz claims
to be the originators of what they call
“heli-dining” and one third of their listed
destinations are on Waiheke. For the
mere price of $2800, between two and

six people can fly from the mainland
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to one of Waiheke’s finest restaurants,
have a'three-course meal and a glass of
fine champagne and fly back again. Fly
in, drop off, it comes back three hours
later. To put thisin context, according to
the 2006 Census, the median household
income on Waiheke is $39,200. One
lunch equals four weeks’ pay.

Asall political parties focus their atten-
tion on greenhouse gasses, Submission
966 alerts us to the“growing demand
for domestic helicopter flights between
the islands and the mainland.”

How much CO2 in that growing
demand? |

Do the maths (or skip this para-
graph). Heletranz 4- seater chopper,
Eurocopter EC120B, is claimed by its
manufacturer to be exceptionally quiet
and economical. These are relative terms

" in contrast to other helicopters, not fer-

ries which carry a hundred times more
passengers.

- In economy cruise mode (best case
scenario) it burns 87 kg/hr (106 llitres/
hr) of fuel. The short 12-minute chop-
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burns raor el fuel
pumps 3.1 kg of CO2 into the air. One

+ 25-year old pine tree sequesters 6.82 kg

of CO2 per year. It will take 350,000
trees an hour to sequester the 270 kg of
CO2 wasted for one hour of flying for
a three-course lunch. One lunch equals
"350,000 trees

At this point, if helicopter noise or
pollution bothers you, make a cross-
submission. It can be simple. State
what annoys or outrages you and why.
Council cannot regulate air traffic,
but they can regulate the destination
—without a landing place, few choppers
fly over you.

Technical submissions in opposition
to helicopter traffic over land have been
made. What the council needs to hearin
no uncertain terms are from people who
find helicopter activity adversely affects
well-being and the environment. If it is
more annoying than a bus going by, say
so now, or kiss quietness goodbye. g 9
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