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Appendix 14 - Plant and animal pests
Table A14.1:Plant pests
The plants listed in the table below are pest plants.

Scientific name Common name

Acacia paradoxa Kangaroo acacia

Acaena agnipila Sheeps bur 

Acmena smithii syn. Syzygium smithii Monkey apple 

Actinidia species (wild varieties only) Wild kiwifruit

Agapanthus praecox syn. A. orientalis (large forms 
only)

Agapanthus (large forms)

Ageratina riparia Mist flower

Ailanthus altissima Tree of heaven

Alocasia macrorrhiza syn. A. brisbanensis Elephant's ear

Alternanthera philoxeroides Alligator weed

Andropogon virginicus Broomsedge

Anredera cordifolia Madeira vine

Araujia sericifera syn. A. hortorum Moth plant

Arctium minus Burdock

Aristea ecklonii Aristea

Arum italicum Italian arum

Arundo donax Giant reed

Asparagus asparagoides Smilax

Asparagus densiflorus Bushy asparagus

Asparagus drepanophyllus, A. umbellatus Asparagus species

Asparagus scandens Climbing asparagus

Austrostipa rudis Needle grass 

Baccharis halimifolia Baccharis 

Banksia integrifolia Coast banksia

Bartlettina sordida Bartlettina 

Berberis darwinii Darwin's barberry

Berberis glaucocarpa Barberry 

Bomarea caldasii, B. multiflora Bomarea

Bryonia cretica White bryony

Buddleja davidii Buddleia 

Calicotome spinosa Spiny broom 

Callistachys lanceolata Oxylobium 

Calluna vulgaris (excluding double flowered 
cultivars)

Heather

Calotis lappulacea Bur daisy 

Cardiospermum grandiflorum, C. halicacabum Balloon vine and small balloon vine

Carduus acanthoides Plumeless thistle 

Carduus nutans Nodding thistle 

Carex divulsa Carex
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Carex longebrachiata Australian sedge 

Carpobrotus edulis and hybrids Iceplant

Carthamus lanatus Saffron thistle 

Caulerpa taxifolia Caulerpa 

Celastrus orbiculatus Climbing spindle berry

Ceratophyllum demersum Hornwort 

Cestrum parqui Green cestrum 

Chondrilla juncea Skeleton weed 

Chrysanthemoides monilifera Boneseed 

Clematis flammula Clematis flammula

Clematis vitalba Old man's beard 

Cobaea scandens Cathedral bells 

Conium maculatum Hemlock 

Cortaderia selloana, C. jubata Pampas grass

Cotoneaster glaucophyllus, C. franchetii Cotoneaster 

Cotoneaster simonsii Khasia berry

Cotyledon orbiculata African pig's ear

Crassula multicava Pitted crassula

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 

Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora Montbretia

Cyathea cooperi Rough tree fern

Cyperus rotundus Nutgrass

Cytisus scoparius (excl. cultivated varieties) Wild broom 

Dipogon lignosus Mile-a-minute 

Drosera capensis Cape sundew

Dryopteris filix-mas Male fern

Eccremocarpus scaber Chilean glory creeper

Egeria densa Egeria

Ehrharta villosa Pyp grass

Eichhornia crassipes Water hyacinth

Elaeagnus x reflexa Elaeagnus 

Eomecon chionantha Snow poppy

Equisetum species (all) Horsetail

Eragrostis curvula African love grass

Erica lusitanica Spanish heath 

Erigeron karvinskianus Mexican daisy 

Euonymus japonicus Japanese spindle tree 

Ficus microcarpa Strangling fig

Ficus rubiginosa Port Jackson fig 

Fushia boliviana Bolivian fushia

Galega officinalis Goat's rue 

Scientific name Common name
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Galeobdolon luteum syn. Lamiastrum galeobdolon Artillery plant 

Geitonoplesium cymosum Scrambling lily 

Glyceria maxima Reed sweet grass 

Gunnera tinctoria Chilean rhubarb

Gymnocoronis spilanthoides Senegal tea 

Hedera helix subsp. helix English ivy

Hedychium gardnerianum, H. flavescens Wild ginger

Heracleum mantegazzianum Giant hogweed

Hieracium spp. (all) Hawkweed

Homalanthus populifolius Queensland poplar

Homeria collina Cape tulip 

Houttuynia cordata Houttuynia

Hydrilla verticillata Hydrilla 

Hydrocleys nymphoides Water poppy 

Hypericum androsaemum Tutsan 

Ipomoea indica Blue morning glory 

Iris pseudacorus Yellow flag 

Jasminum humile Italian jasmine

Jasminum polyanthum Jasmine 

Kennedia rubicunda Dusky coral pea

Lagarosiphon major Lagarosiphon, oxygen weed 

Lagunaria patersonii Norfolk Island hibiscus

Lantana camara Lantana 

Leycesteria formosa Himalayan honeysuckle 

Ligustrum lucidum, L. sinense Privet

Lilium formosanum Formosa lily

Lonicera japonica Japanese honeysuckle 

Lophospermum erubescens Climbing gloxinia

Ludwigia peploides subsp. montevidensis Water primrose

Lycium ferocissimum Boxthorn 

Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort

Lythrum salicaria Purple loosestrife 

Macfadyena unguis-cati Cat's claw creeper

Marsilea mutica Nardoo 

Melaleuca quinquenervia Paperbark poplar

Melianthus major Cape honey flower 

Menyanthes trifoliata Bog bean

Myoporum insulare (including hybrids) Tasmanian ngaio

Myrica faya Fire tree

Myricaria germanica False tamarisk

Myriophyllum aquaticum Parrots feather 

Scientific name Common name
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Nasella neesiana Chilean needle grass 

Nassella spp. Nassella species

Nassella tenuissima Mexican feather grass

Nassella trichotoma Nassella tussock 

Nephrolepis cordifolia Tuber ladder fern 

Nuphar lutea Yellow water lily 

Nymphaea mexicana Mexican water lily

Nymphoides geminata Marshwort 

Nymphoides peltata Fringed water lily 

Ochna serrulata Mickey Mouse plant

Opuntia monacantha Drooping prickly pear

Osmunda regalis Royal fern

Panicum maximum Guinea grass

Paraserianthes lophantha Brush wattle 

Passiflora caerulea Blue passion flower 

Passiflora tripartita var. mollissima, P. mixta, P. 
tarminiana

Banana passionfruit 

Pennisetum macrourum African feather grass 

Pennisetum spp. (all except P. clandestinum and 
P. glaucum)

Pennisetum species (except kikuyu grass and 
pearl millet)

Persicaria perfoliata syn Polygonum perfoliatum Devil's tail 

Phoenix canariensis (pest status applies only after 
1 July 2010 and excludes those which are listed as 
scheduled trees in appendix 1g - Schedule of trees 
- inner islands or appendix 2g - Schedule of trees - 
outer islands)

Phoenix palm

Phragmites australis Phragmites

Pinus contorta Lodgepole pine

Pistia stratiotes Water lettuce

Pittosporum undulatum Sweet pittosporum

Plectranthus ciliatus Plectranthus 

Plectranthus ecklonii, P. grandis Blue spur flower 

Polygala myrtifolia (not including cv. "Grandiflora") Sweet pea shrub 

Potamogeton perfoliatus Clasped pondweed

Pueraria montana syn. P. lobata Kudzu vine

Pyracantha angustifolia Firethorn

Reynoutria japonica syn. Fallopia japonica, R. 
sachalinensis syn. F. sachalinensis and hybrids

Asiatic knotweed

Rhamnus alaternus Rhamnus

Rhaphiolepis umbellata Sexton's bride

Ricinus communis Castor oil plant

Rosa rubiginosa Sweet briar 

Rubus fruiticosus agg. Blackberry (wild aggregates) 

Scientific name Common name
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Appendix 14 - Plant and animal pests
Note:

This list has been compiled from table 5.3a of the Auckand Regional Pest Management Strategy 2007-
2012.

Rumex sagittatus Climbing dock

Sagittaria all species (except S. teres) Sagittaria 

Salix cinerea Grey willow

Salix fragilis Crack willow 

Salvinia molesta Salvinia

Saururus cernuus Lizard's tail

Schinus terebinthifolius Brazillian pepper tree

Schoenoplectus californicus Californian bulrush

Selaginella kraussiana African club moss, Selaginella 

Senecio angulatus Cape ivy 

Senecio jacobaea Ragwort 

Senecio mikanioides syn. Delairea odorata German ivy 

Senecio petasitis Velvet groundsel 

Senna septemtrionalis Buttercup bush

Setaria palmifolia Palm grass 

Silybum marianum Variegated thistle 

Solanum marginatum White-edged nightshade 

Solanum mauritianum Woolly nightshade 

Solanum torvum Devil's fig

Sorghum halepense Johnson grass

Spartina alterniflora, S. anglica and S. x townsendii Spartina 

Syzygium australe Brush cherry

Teline monspessullana Montpellier broom 

Toxicodendron succedanea syn. Rhus 
succedanea

Rhus tree

Tradescantia fluminensis Tradescantia

Tropaeolum speciosum Chilean flame creeper

Tussilago farfara Coltsfoot 

Typha latifolia Great reedmace

Ulex spp. Gorse 

Urtica dioica Perennial nettle 

Utricularia arenaria, U. gibba, U. livida, U. 
sandersonii

Bladderwort species

Vallisneria gigantea, and V. spiralis Eel grass

Vinca major Periwinkle 

Xanthium occidentale Noogoora bur 

Xanthium spinosum Bathurst bur 

Zantedeschia aethiopica Arum lily

Zizania latifolia Manchurian wild rice 

Scientific name Common name
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Table A14.2:Animal pests
The animals listed in the table below are pest animals.1

Note:

Species marked with an asterisk (*) are declared pests only when not held in secure containment that 
effectively prevents the escape or passage of the animal. 

Common name Scientific name

Argentine ant Linepithema humile

Brushtail possum Trichosurus vulpecula

Exotic freshwater fauna:

Brown bullhead catfish Ameiurus nebulosus syn. Ictalurus nebulosus

Gambusia Gambusia affinis

Gudgeon Gobio gobio

Koi carp Cyprinus carpio

Marron Cherax tenuimanus and C. quadracarinatus

Orfe Leuciscus idus

Perch Perca fluviatilis

Rudd Scardinius erythrophthalmus

Tench Tinca tinca

Exotic reptile species:

Blue-tongued skink Tiliqua scincoides and T. nigrolutea

Bearded dragon* Amphibolurus barbatus syn. Pogona barbata

Eastern water dragon* Physignathus lesueurii lesueurii

Red-eared slider turtle* Trachemys scripta elegans

Shingleback lizard* Trachydosaurus rugosus syn. Tiliqua rugosa 

Feral cat 2 Felis catus

Feral deer* 3 Cervus, Axis, Dama, Odocoileus, or Elaphurus 
spp. including any hybrid 

Feral goat* Capra hircus

Feral pig* Sus scrofa

Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus occidentalis

Magpie Gymnorhina spp.

Mouse Mus musculus

Mustelids

Ferret Mustela furo

Stoat Mustela erminea

Weasel Mustela nivalis vulgaris

Myna Acridotheres tristis

Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus cuniculus

Rats:

Ship rat Rattus rattus

Norway rat Rattus norvegicus

Kiore Rattus exulans
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1. This list has been compiled from table 10.1a of the Auckland Regional Pest Management Strategy
2007-2012.

2. Feral cats are defined in Auckland Regional Pest Management Strategy 2007-2012 as "Cats that
have none of their needs provided by humans."

3. Feral animal (other than feral cats) is defined in Auckland Regional Pest Management Strategy 2007-
2012 as "Any animal not held behind effective fences or otherwise constrained or identified in
accordance with the Animal Identification Act 1993."

Rook Corvus frugilegus

Sulphur-crested cockatoo* Cacatua galerita 

Wallabies Macropus, Petrogale or Wallabia spp.

Wasps:

Common wasp Vespula vulgaris

German wasp Vespula germanica

Asian paper wasp Polistes chinensis

Australian paper wasp Polistes humilis

Common name Scientific name
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