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AUCKLAND CITY DISTRICT PLAN
(Hauraki Gulf Islands Section – Operative 1996)

Proposed Plan Change under Section 73 of the
Resource Management Act 1991

PROPOSED PLAN CHANGE: PLAN MODIFICATION
No. 24

Date of Council Resolution: 10 July 2002
Date of Public Notification: 4 August 2002
Closing Date of Submissions: 30 September 2002

File No. 311/229024

PART A: AMENDMENTS TO PART 6B – STANDARDS FOR
PERMITTED ACTIVITIES

1. Amend Clause 6B.1.1.3 Vehicle Access, by adding the following additional sentence to the
first paragraph:

Earthworks associated with driveway construction are also subject to the requirements of Clause
6B.1.3.6 Earthworks.

2. Amend Clause 6B.1.1.5 Roading, by deleting the existing paragraph C and replacing it with
the following:

C. The use, maintenance and upgrading of existing formed public roads.  Provided that where
earthworks are carried out, erosion and sediment control methods shall be undertaken to
minimise silt runoff in accordance with Annexure 1 in Part 13.  (See also Part 2 –
Designations.)

3. Amend Clause 6B.1.3.5 Noise, by deleting the existing subclause A(i) and replacing it with
the following:

A.(i) With the exception of (ii), (iii), (iv) and (v) below, the following noise standards shall apply to
all permitted activities.

(subclauses A(i)(a) and (b) remain unchanged)

4. Amend Clause 6B.1.3.5 Noise, by adding an additional subclause as follows:

 (v) Noise resulting from earthworks activities shall comply with the following:

a) As measured in all land units except for Land Units 15, 16 and 25 -

All construction work associated with earthworks shall be designed and conducted to
ensure that the noise from the earthworks activity does not exceed the noise limits in
the following table.



G:\City Planning\data\Distplan\Hauraki Gulf\Proposed Plan Changes\Plan Mod #24\Plan Mod #24.doc 2

Duration of the Work
Typical Duration(1)

(dBA)
Short-term
duration(2)

(dBA)Time of the Week Time Period

Leq Lmax Leq Lmax

6.30am-7.30am 60 75 65 75
7.30am-6.00pm 75 90 80 95
6.00pm-8.00pm 70 85 75 90

Weekdays

8.00pm-6.30am 45 75 45 75

6.30am-7.30am 45 75 45 75
7.30am-6.00pm 75 90 80 95
6.00pm-8.00pm 45 75 45 75

Saturdays

8.00pm-6.30am 45 75 45 75
6.30am-7.30am 45 75 45 75
7.30am-6.00pm 55 85 55 85
6.00pm-8.00pm 45 75 45 75

Sundays and
Public Holidays

8.00pm-6.30am 45 75 45 75

(1) ‘Typical duration’ means construction work at any one location for more than 14
calendar days.

(2) ‘Short-term duration’ means construction work at any one location for up to 14
calendar days.

All noise measurements shall be made at a position 20m from any adjacent dwelling or
visitor facility (on another lot) within any land unit except Land Units 15, 16 and 25 or at
the legal boundary when this is closer to the building.  This may be referred to as the
notional boundary.

b) As measured in Land Units 15 and 25 -

All construction work associated with earthworks shall be designed and conducted to
ensure that the noise from the earthworks activity does not exceed the noise limits in
the following table.

Time Period
Leq

(dBA)
7.30am-6.00pm 75
6.00pm-7.30am 80

All noise measurements shall be made at a position 20m from any adjacent occupied
building (on another lot) within Land Units 15 and 25 or at the legal boundary when this
is closer to the building.  This may be referred to as the notional boundary.

Under both (a) and (b), the sound levels shall be measured and assessed in
accordance with the provisions of the NZS 6803:1999 Acoustics: Construction Noise.

c) As measured in Land Unit 16 -

Refer to the land unit rules and to the requirements of any approved quarry
management plan.



G:\City Planning\data\Distplan\Hauraki Gulf\Proposed Plan Changes\Plan Mod #24\Plan Mod #24.doc 3

5. Amend Clause 6B.1.3.6 Earthworks, by deleting the existing clause in its entirety and
replacing it with the following:

A. Subject to (B), (C) and (D) below, and compliance with the standards set out in (E) below,
earthworks are a permitted activity where:

i) The land subject to earthworks has a slope of greater than 1 in 6 and the contiguous
extent of the earthworks measured in square metres does not exceed the limit specified
in Row 3.6a of Table 1 for the relevant land unit; or

ii) The land subject to earthworks has a slope of less than or equal to 1 in 6 and the
contiguous extent of the earthworks measured in square metres does not exceed the
limit specified in Row 3.6b of Table 1 for the relevant land unit.

B. With the exception of Land Units 1, 2, and 4, earthworks to dig trenches for utility services or
effluent disposal systems which do not comply with (A) above are a permitted activity where:

i) the utility services include water, power, wastewater, drainage, telecommunications, or
other in-ground services of a similar character; and

ii) no more earth is removed than is absolutely necessary for the trench; and

iii) the trench does not remain open for more than 48 hours; and

iv) the disturbed land is revegetated or otherwise protected from soil erosion as soon as
practicable; and

v) the earthworks comply in all respects with the standards set out in (E) below.

C. Earthworks for the use, maintenance and upgrading of existing formed public roads are
provided for in Clause 6B.1.1.5(C).

D. Earthworks are permitted in Land Unit 16 where they are undertaken in accordance with an
approved Quarry Management Plan.

E. The permitted activities listed in (A) and (B) above are allowed without a resource consent
where they comply in all respects with the following standards:

i) All earthworks are undertaken with the application of erosion and sediment control
measures to ensure that, in so far as is practicable, soil erosion is minimised and
sediment does not enter into wetland or water systems.  For information on how to
achieve this refer Annexure 1, Erosion and Sediment Control Measures; and

ii) No material is deposited on any public road.  Means to avoid depositing material on the
road are set out in Annexure 1, Erosion and Sediment Control Measures; and

iii) No more than 200m3 of cleanfill is transported by public road either to or from the area
subject to earthworks.  The 200m3 volume is expressed in solid measure; and

iv) Any surplus excavated material which is not reused on site, shall be disposed of in a
legally authorised manner.

F. More restrictive earthworks controls may apply under other provisions of the District Plan.
Particular regard should be had to the following:

i) Clause 6B.1.3.7 Protection Yards and Water Systems;

ii) Clause 6B.1.3.2 Protection of Sites of Ecological Significance;
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iii) Clause 6B.1.3.4 Hazard Areas;

iv) Part 7 – Policy Areas.

G. Where evidence of a burial site or any other archaeological feature is found or exposed on
an area where earthworks is occurring, all work must cease immediately and the Council
and Historic Places Trust be advised.  Note: On receipt of such advice it is the Council’s
practice to consult with the relevant authorities (Historic Places Trust, Department of
Conservation, Tangata Whenua) and the owner of the property with regard to the
appropriate treatment of the feature.

Bylaw and Regional Requirements

All works in flood plains and overland flow paths must comply with Part 18 of the Auckland City
Consolidated Bylaw 1998, Stormwater Management.

Earthworks over 0.25ha in area, roading / tracking / trenching over 100m in length, works within
floodplains or watercourses (including diversion), and cultivation of soil for commercial crop
production may require resource consent from the Auckland Regional Council prior to the activity
commencing.  The ARC should be contacted to determine whether a consent is required and to
discuss technical requirements.

Reasons / Explanation

A major reason for imposing controls on earthworks is to minimise the potential for erosion and
sedimentation which can have adverse effects on streams, wetlands and coastal systems.
Permitted activity standards require the implementation of erosion and sedimentation control
measures for all earthworks activities to avoid adverse effects from sediment runoff.  The
steepness of the land and the extent of the earthwork are the main factors which determine how
much sediment leaves an area of earthworks.  The earthworks controls therefore include limits
based on slope and exposed surface area.  Above specified limits a resource consent is required.

A limit is also placed on the volume of cleanfill which can be transported by public road either to
or from the site.  This is due to the adverse effects that heavy vehicles can have on traffic safety
and road surfaces.

Earthworks are not permitted as of right in Land Units 1, 2 and 4.  This is in keeping with the
objectives of these land units which emphasise the need to protect the natural character of the
coastal cliffs, dune systems and sand flats, and wetland systems.

Earthworks can have an adverse visual impact due to the removal of vegetation and the
alteration of landforms.  Visual effects are most obvious during the construction phase but reduce
over time if planting and other landscaping is established round the new building or driveway.
Adverse visual effects are more likely to occur where earthworks occur on steeper landforms with
a coastal location.

The requirement to cease earthworks if a burial site or any other archaeological features are
exposed is included in recognition of the obligations under the Historic Places Act.

6. Amend Clause 6B.1.3.7(B) Wetlands/Water Systems Yards, by deleting the existing words
‘No building shall be located within these yards’ and replacing it with the following:

No building or earthworks shall be located or undertaken within these yards.

7. Modify Table 1 – Standards for Permitted Activities, by deleting the existing provision in
row 1.3 Vehicle Access as it applies to Land Unit 9 and replacing it with the following:

1 in 6
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8. Modify Table 1 – Standards for Permitted Activities, by deleting the existing provision in
row 3.7 Protection Yards – Wetlands / Water systems as it applies to all land units and
replacing it with the following:

No building or earthworks are permitted within 20m of a wetland or water system.
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PART B: AMENDMENTS TO PART 6C – STANDARDS FOR
DISCRETIONARY ACTIVITIES

1. Amend Clause 6C.1.1.3 Vehicle Access, by adding the following additional sentence to the
first paragraph:

Earthworks associated with driveway construction are also subject to the requirements of Clause
6C.1.3.6.

2. Amend Clause 6C.1.1.5 Roading, by deleting the existing paragraph C and replacing it with
the following:

C. The use, maintenance and upgrading of existing formed public roads.  Provided that where
earthworks are carried out erosion and sediment control methods shall be undertaken to
minimise silt runoff in accordance with Annexure 1 in Part 13.

3. Amend Clause 6C.1.3.6 Earthworks, by deleting the existing clause in its entirety and
replacing it with the following:

Unless specified elsewhere in the Plan, earthworks which are not a permitted activity in
accordance with Clause 6B.1.3.6, are a restricted discretionary activity and are to be assessed
against the criteria set out below.  Refer also to Rows 3.6a and 3.6b of Table 2.

Earthworks in Land Unit 16 where there is no approved Quarry Management Plan are a
discretionary activity and shall be assessed in accordance with the criteria in Part 6E.

Assessment Criteria for Earthworks as a Restricted Discretionary Activity

The Council has restricted its discretion to the following matters:

1 The extent to which the effects of earthworks are consistent with relevant objectives and
policies of the applicable Strategic Management Area and / or land unit(s);

2 The extent to which the earthworks can be undertaken in a manner which minimises
adverse effects arising from soil erosion and the generation of sediments, taking into
account:

• the steepness of the land (slope angle and horizontal length)

• soil type and stability

• existing vegetation cover

• proximity to wetland and water systems

• proposed sediment and erosion control measures

• the time of year and the length of time soil is likely to be exposed

• proposed disposal of surplus soil or requirements for importing cleanfill

• proposed reinstatement and stabilisation including planting and drainage;

3 The extent to which the earthworks are likely to have adverse effects on visual or other
landscape qualities which cannot be avoided, remedied or mitigated having regard to:

• proposed planting or other landscaping

• effects on the natural character of the coastal environment

• visibility from public places such as roads and reserves, and from coastal waters

• the extent and depth of cut and fill;
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4 The extent to which measures can be taken to avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on
adjacent sites and on public roads taking into account:

• the hours of operation and duration of the earthworks activities

• provision for the maintenance of public roads giving access to the site

• road safety

• dust mitigation measures; and

5 The extent to which protection and management measures can be undertaken to avoid,
remedy or mitigate adverse effects on significant environmental features, wetland and water
systems, sites of ecological significance, heritage items, or sites of cultural significance.

Resource Consent Conditions for Earthworks as a Restricted Discretionary Activity

In granting a resource consent the Council may impose conditions.  Conditions may include any
one of more of the following matters:

1. Limiting the extent and location of the earthworks;

2. Specifying the methods by which the earthworks are carried out;

3. Requiring sediment and erosion control measures to be implemented and maintained;

4. Limiting the hours of operation and the duration of the earthworks activities;

5. Requiring provision for the maintenance of public roads giving access to the site;

6. Requiring stabilisation and reinstatement including implementation of a landscaping plan
within a specified period;

7. Payment of a fee to cover the costs of monitoring;

8. The imposition of a bond to ensure satisfaction of the conditions of consent;

9. Financial contributions in accordance with Part 9 of the Plan.

Non-Notification of Restricted Discretionary Activities

Except as provided for by Section 94(5) of the Act, restricted discretionary activities will be
considered without notification or the need to obtain the written approval of affected persons.
The Council will restrict the exercise of its discretion to the matters specified in the Plan.

Bylaw and Regional Requirements

All works in flood plains and overland flow paths must comply with Part 18 of the Auckland City
Consolidated Bylaw 1998, Stormwater Management.

Earthworks over 0.25ha in area, roading / tracking / trenching over 100m in length, works within
floodplains or watercourses (including diversion), and cultivation of soil for commercial crop
production may require resource consent from the Auckland Regional Council prior to the activity
commencing.  The ARC should be contacted to determine whether a consent is required and to
discuss technical requirements.

Where evidence of a burial site or any other archaeological feature is found or exposed on an
area where earthworks is occurring, all work must cease immediately and the Council and
Historic Places Trust be advised.  On receipt of such advice it is the Council’s practice to consult
with the relevant authorities (Historic Places Trust, Department of Conservation, Tangata
Whenua) and the owner of the property with regard to the appropriate treatment of the feature.

4. Amend Clause 6C.1.3.7(B) Wetlands/Water Systems Yards, by deleting the existing words
‘No building shall be located within these yards’ and replacing it with the following:

No building or earthworks shall be located or undertaken within these yards.
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PART D: AMENDMENTS TO PART 6D – NOTIFICATION AND
INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS

1. Amend Clause 6D.2.0 Information to Accompany Applications for Resource Consents
by inserting a new subclause 1K as follows:

1.K. For earthworks applications, the description of the activity shall include the following:

• a plan of the site showing the area over which earthworks will take place;

• the extent (in square metres) of the area subject to earthworks;

• information about the depth of cut and fill and likely finished contours of the land;

• information about the nature of the land subject to earthworks including slope, soil
type, stability, and existing vegetation cover;

• the location of any adjacent wetland or water systems;

• a work programme outlining the duration of the works, the time of year they are
expected to occur and the length of time the soil is likely to be exposed;

• details of any erosion and sediment control measures including information about
methods, location, monitoring and maintenance;

• a description of any landscape or visual impacts including details of mitigation
measures such as planting or other landscaping;

• the amount of fill (in cubic metres) which is proposed to be transported by public
road either to or from the area subject to earthworks;

• the expected type, number and duration of heavy traffic movements;

• the means by which roads giving access to the site will be maintained and kept free
from deposits of earth.

The level of detail required about erosion and sediment control measures will be
dependent on the scale and significance of the actual or potential effects that the activity
may have on the environment.  In general, more site specific control measures, including
design calculations, will be required for earthworks exceeding 400m2 in area where:

• the slope of the area subject to earthworks is ≥15% (approximately 9 degrees); or

• there is an above slope catchment of 2 hectares or more that can drain to or through
the area subject to earthworks.

The purpose of design calculations is to demonstrate the adequacy of erosion and
control measures having regard to catchment size and storm events.

PART E: AMENDMENTS TO PART 7 – POLICY AREAS

Amendments to Policy Area 5 - Oneroa

1. Amend Clause 7.5.3.1 General Rules, by deleting the first sentence of existing
subclause B and replacing it with the following:

B The erection, alteration of or addition to any buildings, or removal of any vegetation
within Policy Area 5 – Oneroa, is deemed to be a controlled activity.

(the remainder of subclause B remains unchanged)
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Amendments to Policy Area 7 – Okahuiti-Ostend-Tahi

2. Amend Policy Area 7 by inserting a new plan entitled ‘Policy Area Map 7a, Okahuiti-
Ostend-Tahi Sub-Areas’ after the existing Policy Area Map 7.

3. Amend Clause 7.7.3.1 General Rules, by deleting the existing subclause (B) and
replacing it with the following:

B The erection, alteration of or addition to any buildings, or removal of any vegetation
within Policy Area 7, is deemed to be a controlled activity.

4. Amend Clause 7.7.3.1 General Rules, by inserting a new subclause (C) as follows:

C The carrying out of any earthworks within the sub-areas of Okahuiti or Tahi is deemed to
be a controlled activity.

5. Amend Clause 7.7.3.3 Controlled Activity Assessment Criteria, by inserting a new
subclause (L) as follows:

L All earthworks within the sub-areas of Okahuiti or Tahi shall be carried out so that:

a) visual impacts and alteration to the natural landform is minimised;

b) physical impacts such as slippage, erosion, pollution of water systems and coastal
waters, are avoided;

c) excavated material is disposed of so that (a) and (b) above are achieved;

d) vegetation removal is minimised and revegetation with appropriate indigenous
species is provided for where necessary to comply with (a) and (b) above.
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Amendments to Policy Area 8 – Rangihoua Park

6. Amend Clause 7.8.3.3 Controlled Activity Assessment Criteria by deleting the existing
subclause (B)(b) and replacing it with the  following:

b) No earthworks are to be undertaken within the Recreational Amenity Area and the
Landscape Amenity Area other than where a controlled activity resource consent is held.

PART F: AMENDMENTS TO PART 11 – DEFINITIONS

1. Amend the definition of earthworks contained in Part 11 by adding the following clause
to the first paragraph:

vi) cleanfill operations, involving the depositing of soil or earth onto or into land, and not
including material subject to biological breakdown.

2. And by deleting the words ‘and horticulture’ after the words ‘gardening for domestic
purposes’ from the final paragraph so that the remaining phrase reads:

• gardening for domestic purposes

3. And by deleting the following words from the final paragraph:

• work carried out to provide for effluent disposal systems or pile foundations for
building,

• utility trenching as specified in Rule 6B.1.3.6.

4. And by inserting the following words at the end of the final paragraph:

• cultivation associated with agriculture or horticulture

• the digging of holes for the erection of posts

• the cleaning and maintenance of farm drainage canals.

PART G: INSERTION OF NEW PART 13 – ANNEXURES

1. Insert the following text in a new Part entitled ‘Part 13 Non-Statutory Annexures’, as
Annexure 1 Erosion and Sediment Controls Measures for Earthworks.  This is to be
inserted after the existing Part 12, Appendix H.
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